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Officials Hope for Peace, React to Ground Assault 


Mock Discusses Negotiations 


AU 2202132591 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Alois Mock by Michael 
Kerbler in Vienna on 22 February—recorded] 


[Text] [Kerbler] Foreign Minister Alois Mock reacted 
this morning to the most recent diplomatic develop- 
ments in the Gulf war. Prior to his departure Zor Tehran. 
where he will discuss the Gulf war and Austria's eco- 
nomic relations with Iran, Mock stated: 


[Mock] One must proceed on the assumption that the 
ground war will not begin immediately now, that the 
hostilities will continue, but that all opportunities will be 
taken now to use Iraq's willingness to withdraw from 
Kuwait as a basis for negotiations on a peaceful settle- 
ment of the conflict. Thus, there is no doubt that a 
certain optimism is justified for the first ume. 


[Kerbler] However, the Gorbachev peace plan states that 
the sanctions should be abolished once two-thirds of the 
Iraqi troops are withdrawn. Is this a point that might 
turn out to be an obstacle? 


[Mock] It certainly might be an obstacle, because all UN 
resolutions speak of an immediate, complicte, and 
unconditional withdrawal. This is certainly a UN condi- 
tion. Thus, this point will certainly give rise to numerous 


political problems. 


[Kerbler] How can Austria contribute to a continuation 
of the negotiating process in the Security Council? What 
initiatives can Austria take within the United Nations? 


[Mock] Austria recently initiated a meeting of the Secu- 
rity Council. By the way, this session is theoretically still 
going on; tt has only been interrupted. It has not been 
concluded formally. Thus, it can be resumed any time. In 
this way, we created the conditions for the Security 
Council to deal with this issue during a formal session. 
One must proceed from the assumption that consulta- 
tions will take place today among the 15 UN Security 
Council members, and that the Security Council 
chairman, a diplomat from Zimbabwe, will continue the 
session on the basis of these consultations, or that he 
himself will make a statement after the consultations. 


This is completely open. 


[Kerbler] Do you believe that it will be possible for you 
personally to present an initiative on behalf of Austria 
during your visit to Teheran, in order to give diplomacy 
a chance? 


[Mock] | do not believe that I can present an initiative. 
However, apart from Moscow and New York, Tehran is 
currently an important place for peace efforts. Returning 
from Moscow, Tariq ‘Aziz will probably also be in 
Teheran this weekend [23-24 February). The four foreign 
ministers of the Nonaligned Movement will also be 
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there. As my Yugoslav counterpart told me in Madrid 
yesterday, they plan to travel to Baghdad on Monday 
morning [25 February]. !ranian Foreign Minister 
Velayati also toured many countrics during the past two 
weeks. In this connection, one must not forget that the 
current phase of efforts to avoid a ground war and to 
arrive at a peaceful solution was initiated by Iran's 
President Hashemi-Rafsanjani three weeks ago. 


[Kerbler] Does this mean there ts hope for peace? 
[Mock] Yes, there is hope for peace. 


Gorbachev Seeks Plan Support 


LD2302132191 Hamburg DPA in German 1152 GMT 
23 Feb 91 


[Text] Vienna (DPA)}—Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has asked Austria for support for his peace plan 
on ending the Gulf war at the UN Security Council. The 
Soviet ambassador in Vienna, Valeriy Popov, today 
handed over a relevant request to the government in 
Vienna, according to Austrian Vice Chancellor Josef 
Riegler. 

In reaction, Riegler gave assurance that every peace 
initiative would be welcomed by Austria if the Iraqi 
leadership unambiguously let it be known that it was 
prepared to withdraw from Kuwait and was putting 
specific measures into practice to this end. The Soviet 
initiative, from the Austrian point of view, represents 
the first significant step toward the full implementation 
of all relevant UN Security Council resolutions. 


Officials ‘Deeply Shocked’ 
AU2402135991 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 
1252 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] Chancellor Vranitzky and Foreign Minister Mock 
were both “deeply shocked” about the outbreak of the 
ground war. 


Two factors were responsible for this development, 
Vranitzky noted: The limited possibilities of those who 
came out in favor of negotiations in the Gulf and the 
intractability of the aggressor Iraq. Saddam Husyan 
hardly provides any opportunities to return to the nego- 
tiating table. 


Asked whether Austria can still do something to settle 
the conflict, Vranitzky said Austria will not tire of 
continuing exploiting all diplomatic possibilities. 


Reportage on Mock’'s Trip to Iran 
WA2502125591 


For reportage on Foreign Minister Alois Mock’s visit to 
Iran, including his talks with Iranian Foreign Minister 
‘Ali Akbar Velayati, see the South Asia section of the 25 
February Near East & South Asia DAILY REPORT and 
subsequent issues. 











2 BENELUX 


Belgium 


Country To Give Financial Aid to Forces in Gulf 


LD220221179i Brussels Domestic Service in French 
1700 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] There is confirmation that Belgium is going to 
Strengthen its participation in the war efforts of France 
and Great Britain in the Gulf. Ann-Marie Depaire 
reports: 


[Depaire] Paris and London have requested military 
materiel or financial assistance. The Belgian Govern- 
ment has opted for financial aid. The help Great Britain 
demanded alone reaches the tidy sum of 3 billion francs. 
How far is Belgium inclined to display its solidarity in 
this difficult budgetary period? We do not yet know. The 
government is due io debate this within the framework 
of the budgetary conclave. 


On the other hand, there is no longer any need for 
discussion on Belgium's contribution to the fight against 
pollution in the Gulf. The government has made a 
decision. We are going to supply logistic aid. The C-130 
Air Force planes are going to transport Dutch equipment 
to the Gulf to pump out the oil that has accumulated at 
sea behind the booms. 


Netherlands 


Country ‘Fully Supports’ U.S. Ultimatum to Iraq 
LD2302115791 Hilversum International Service 
in English 1130 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers says he fully 
supports the U.S. ultimatum. Mr. Lubbers says the 
measure does not conflict with the Soviet initiative, but 
is instead a means of putting pressure on Iraq to comply 
with the Moscow proposal. 
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Furthermore, Prime Minister Lubbers says he agrees 
with the official reaction voiced by the West European 
Union [WEU], that is, the group of European NATO 
members. 


The WEU says it appreciates the Soviet plan, but 
believes it lacks clarity and forcefulness. 


Government Agrees To Send Minesweepers to Gulf 


LD2302123791 Hilversum International Service 
in English 1130 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Holland has agreed to a request by the United 
States to send two minesweepers to the Gulf. They will 
arrive there in about six weeks’ time. Holland's acting 
defense minister, Jan Pronk, says the vessels will be used 
mainly to clear mines after the war is over. 


Government Investigates Sale of Equipment to Iraq 
LD2202133691 Hilversum International Service 
in English 1130 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] US authorities have ordered the American firm 
Hughes (?Danbury) Optical Systems [as heard] to end its 
collaboration with the Dutch firm Delft Instruments. 
The two companies jointly produce night vision binoc- 
ulars for military use. 


According to the Americans, the Dutch firm supplied 
Iraq with the binoculars. The director of Delft Instru- 
ments has conceded the night vision binoculars which 
were exported may well have ended up in Iraqi hands, 
however, he stresses no equipment wac supplied to Iraq 
after the UN trade embargo against that country was put 
into effect in August. 


The affair came to light when American forces in the 
Gulf seized Dutch night vision binoclars from the Iraqi 
forces. The Dutch Government has ordered an investi- 
gation. 
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Peace Proposal, Ground Assault Reaction Reported 


Major, Bush Confer on Proposal 
LD2202153891 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1359 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[By Iran Graham and Deric Henderson] 


[Text] Prime Minister John Major and US President 
George Bush today agreed on the allied response to the 
latest Soviet proposals for peace in the Gulf. The state- 
ment, agreed during telephone calls between Mr. Major 
and President Bush in Washington, will be issued by the 
US Government later today. Mr. Major spent 15 min- 
utes talking to Mr. Bush in a call at lunchtime and agreed 
the text of the statement. 


The prime minister, on a surprise visit to Northern 
Ireland, interrupted a trip to a Warrenpoint, County 
Down, factory to ring President Bush. Afier their con- 
versation, he said: “We have been in touch with our 
allies this morning to discuss what the Iraqis have to say. 
I have spoken to the President, we have co-ordinated our 
response to what they have to say and on behalf of the 
allies, the President will make that public at some stage 
later this afternoon.” 


Mr. Major, who made his call from the factory manager's 
office, declined to give deiails of his discussion with Mr 
Bush, saying only they had discussed what the response 
should be. He said he could not confirm Iraqi claims that 
the land war had already started and added that it was 
still open to Saddam Husayn to stop a major land battle 
by withdrawing from Kuwait and adhering to United 
Nations Security Council resolutions. 


Asked if he thought the British people were prepared for 
the horrors of a land war, he said the public both here 
and abroad knew that for the past five months every- 
thing possible had been done to persuade Saddam 
Husayn to pull out of Kuwait without conflict. “I believe 
people are well aware of what has happened in Iraq, and 
the principles at stake. Although nobody wants a large 
land conflict, it may be necessary if he (Saddam) doesn't 
observe the Security Council resolutions.” 


Mr. Major left the factory, close to the spot where the 
Army suffered its worst single losses in Northern Ire- 
land—the death of 18 men in a double IRA bomb 
explosion in 1979—and flew by helicopter back to Alder- 
grove Airport to take a plane to London for a meeting of 
the war cabinet. Because of the urgency of the Gulf 
situation he pulled out of a planned lunch and briefing at 
Hillsborough Castle with Northern Ireland Secretary 
Peter Brooke and his team of ministers, and three further 
engagements which had been scheduled for this after- 
noon. 


Labour was equally cautious about the Moscow package. 
Opposition leader Neil Kinnock said it represented an 
improvement, but he did not think it would lead to any 
delay in the ground offensive. Iraq's latest move was a 
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“sort of conditional unconditional offer” which had to 
be analysed in more detail, he said. 


Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown said that while 
the proposals were not yet 2 menu for peace they 
contained “some of the ingredients” from which the 
menu might be constructed. But he added: “We have to 
keep the heat up. The allies must be very suspicious of 
accepting Saddam Husayn’s word. We should respond to 
his actions not his promises.” 


Demands ‘Not Negotiable’ 
LD2202203491 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1843 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[By Charles Miller, defense correspondent] 


[Text] Prime Minister John Major tonight warned 
Saddam Husayn: We won't be strung along. He said the 
coalition’s demands were not negotiable and that the UN 
resolutions must be implemented. 


“| hope they realise we are not prepared to bargain with 
them and we are certainly not prepared to be strung 
along by them,” he said. “What is necessary is perfectly 
clear—they have known what the Security Council res- 
olutions are since November of last year. The time has 
now come for them to implement them. If they fail to 
implement them, then they will know what the conse- 
quences are and | think everyone will know precisely 
where the blame will lic for any events that follow 


subsequently.” 


Speaking on the steps of Downing Street, Mr. Major said 
Saddam Husayn now knew that he must implement the 
UN resolutions in full and state “authoritatively and 
publicly” he is proposing to do that. “That is what we 
require of him,” he said. “We are really not prepared to 
be strung along any longer. It is not in the interests of 
Kuwait, it is not in the interests of the Armed Forces and 
it iS NOt in the interest of the whole territory. I hope he 


recognises that.” 


He refused to say whether he was hopeful that Saddam 
Husayn would order his troops to withdraw from 
Kuwait. “We have seen on a number of occasions in the 
past that hopes have been raised and dashed, so I'm not 
going to express whatever hopes | have,” he said. “I 
think it is necessary to set out the position and that we 
have done.” 


Earlier Mr. Major paid a surprise visit to Northern 
ireland, during which he spent 15 minutes talking to 
President Bush by phone about the setting of a noon 
Saturday deadline for Iraq to begin leaving Kuwait. 


Gorbachev Briefs Major on Plan 


LD2302125291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1226 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[By Chris Moncrieff, political editor] 
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[Text] Prime Minister John Major today thanked Presi- 
dent Gorbachev for his efforts in trying to find a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf War. During a 50-minute telephone 
conversation, Mr. Gorbachev gave Mr. Major the details 
of his six-point plan. But Whitehall sources made cicar 
that President Bush's “high noon™ ultimatum still stood 
as did total compliance with the United Nations’ reso- 
lutions demanding Iraq's unconditional and immediaic 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

Mr. Major received the call at Chequers where he is 
spending the weekend. 


Mr. Gorbachev took him through the six points of the 
plan and explained that Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
‘Aziz accepted it with the authority of Saddam Husayn 
Iraq has denied setting fire to the Kuwaiti oil fields but 
Mr. Major told Mr. Gorbachev that Britain had incon- 
trovertible evidence that wells were being burned. 

Mr. Gorbachev suggested some elements of his plan and 
the allies’ ultsmatum could be combined in some way 
under the auspices of a UN Security Council Meeting. 
But the prime minister stressed Saddam had already 
many months in which to comply with the UN resolu- 
tions. 


The conversation—all of which had to be translated— 
ended with the prime minister saying he respected the 
Soviet leader for his motives. 


Major Comments on Offensive 


LD2402035591 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0307 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] The prime minister spoke this morning about 
the “massive ground attack™ to drive Kuwait out of Iraq. 
It was “in order to drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait and 
secure the full implementation of the Security Council 
resolution”. 


Mr. Major's statement was issued from Downing Sireet 
although the prime minister is remaining at Chequers 
and is being kept in close touch with developments. 
The prime minister said: “Our thoughts will be wih 
them (the allied forces) and with their families. We 
admire their courage, we wish them success and we pray 
God that they will return home safe.” 


His statement was timed to coincide with a similar one 
being issued by President Bush. 

Mr. Major said: “It is almost seven months since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. During all that time we have worked 
for a peaceful outcome. The world community acting 
through the United Nations has repeatedly called upon 
Iraq to withdraw immediately and unconditionally, but 
to no avail.” 


The prime minister: “Last November the United 
Nations gave Iraq one final opportunity to leave peace- 
fully but its appeal was ignored. At no stage has Iraq ever 


ae 
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accepted and agreed to implement in full all the Security 
Council resolutions. Despite efforts by President Gor- 
bachev and others, Iraq's only response has been to 
prevaricate and to set conditions on its withdrawal.” 
The prime minister continued: “Mcanwhile, Irag has 
civilian population. Over the past few days its destruc- 
tion of people and property has been taken a step further 
by setting fire to large numbers of Kuwait: oil wells in an 
act of pure destructive spite and the abduction of large 
numbers of Kuwaiti citizens.” 

Mr. Major: “On Friday, the members of the interna- 
tional coalition ranged against Iraq offered Saddam 
Husayn a last chance to avoid a ground war. We spelt out 
the terms on which this would be possible. We gave Iraq 
until Spm GMT yesterday to state publicly and author- 
atively its acceptance of our conditions and to begin 
large scale withdrawal from Kuwait. That has not hap- 
pened. In these circumstances the international coalition 
began a massive ground attack at 0100 GMT this 
morning in order to drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait and 
secure the full implementation of the Security Council 
resolutions.” 

The prime minister: “We intend to achieve our objective 
as swiftly and with as few casualties as possible. British 
forces will play a full part in this operation. As they go 
into action | am sure that everyone will want to give full 
and unstinting support to them and to the forces of the 
other members of the coalition.” [passage omitted]. 


Stresses Need for Ground War 


LD2402130591 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1244 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[By Gavin Cordon] 


[Text] Prime Minister John Major said today the land 
war in the Gulf would not be long “but it may be a fierce 
one.” He had no doubt that Iraq would be defeated, he 
said outside his country residence of Chequers. “It will 
not, | believe, be a long conflict but it may be a fierce 
one. There is no doubt in my mind that it 1s an absolutely 
justifiable conflict and we will win it,” Mr. Major said. 
He was saddened that the situation had come to a land 
battle, but Iraqi President Saddam Husayn had left the 
allies with no alternative. Saddam's attitude was arro- 
gant and unrealistic, he said, adding that “it must soon 
dawn even on him that he is going to lose and lose big.” 


Mr. Major went on: “A tremendous amount of effort has 
gone in over many months by a large number of people 
to ensure that we didn’t come to this particular conflict, 
so | am saddened it has done so, but | must say | am 
absolutely convinced that there is no choice and it is 
right. If the Iraqis were to get away with what they have 
sought to do over the last few months then | think that 
would be intolerable not just for Kuwait but for the rest 
of the world.” 
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Mr. Major said of the land war: “1 am very sorry it has 
come to this.” The prime munuster said reports indicated 
that more than 200 oi] wells had been sci alight in 
Kuwait and that Iraq was engaged in the “systematic 
detruction of Kuwait City.” 


Further reports said that hundreds of young men and 
women had been murdered and others were being 
rounded up and herded into trucks to be taken to Iraq. 


He could not, for obvious reasons, disclose or give any 
indication of how the current conflict was going. “The 
troops are our prime concern,” he said. 


Mr. Major said he would be speaking to U.S. President 
George Bush later today. 


Asked about his personal feelings. Mr. Major said: “I am 
very sorry it has come to this. | am absolutely convinced 
that there was no choice and whai we are doing is right. 
If Iraq was to succeed, that would be intolerable.” There 
was an inevitability about what was now happening. The 
land battle “is a massive encounter and it wil not cease 
until the Iraqis have been completely driven out of 
Kuwait,” he said. 


He appreciated the diplomatic efforts to avord the con- 
flict which were made during the last few days, but they 
had failed. “They have failed because at no time were the 
Iraqi leadership prepared to accept the Security Council 
resolution in full. At no trme were they prepared to do so. 


He said there was neither time nor reason to delay the 
land battle any further—no reason because the Security 
Council resolution were not going to be met and no time 
because of what is happening in Kuwait City. 


The prime minister said he spoke yesterday afternoon to 
some allied leaders and to the commander of the British 
forces in the Gulf, Liewtenant General Sir Peter de la 
Billiere. “He was confident of what was to come. He was 
well prepared and of course his troops were well pre- 
pared.” said Mr. Major. “He was also well aware of the 
risks and the dangers which will need to be overcome in 
the next few days.” 


UNITED KINGDOM 





War Cabinet Warned of Euphoria 
2502125891 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1213 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[By political editor Chris Moncrieff] 


the land offensive. Sir David Craig. chief of Defence 
Staff, warned munisiers that the campaign was very 
much im its carly days and that there were some “signif- 
wcant™ J->gi forces which had not yet been engaged. 


Earlier, the prime minister had a 20-minute telephone 
conversation with Chancellor Helmut Kohli of Germany. 
They both expressed horror at what are believed to be 

grucsome atrocities committed by the -ragis in Kuwait, 


hous Gay cnnseded tndapendeas verlliaation oil bs 
needed to establish exactly what 1s happening. 


Meanwhile the news blackout will go on as long as 1s 
necessary, British sources said, there are signs 
that more information 1s forthcoming. Defence Secretary 
Tom King will this afternoon make a Commons state- 
ment on the progress of the operation, and may give 
casualty figures. 


Today's War Cabinet, presided over by the prime min- 
ister, lasted about an hour. It was its first session since 
the onset of the land offensive. Sir David gave ministers 
a detailed bricfing on miitary operations. This will be 
summarised by Mr. King in the Commons this aficr- 
noon, although he will be limited in what he can say 


publicly. 


Ministers were told progress was going to plan, but these 
were very much carly days. The scale of allied casualties 
was described as “so far so good™. The number of Iraqi 
prisoners taken—“well over” 10,000—was presenting 
some logistical difficulties. But it was not impeding the 
military campaign. Ministers also heard about the dis- 
position of the Iraqi forces. 


Earlier the prime minister briefed Chancellor Kohli on 
the military developments. The two leaders compared 
notes on che Soviet attitude. They agreed the Kremlin 
was anxious to keep good relations with the West and did 
not want the conflict to worsen them. 








Kohl Issues Statement on Gulf Ground Offensive 


LD2402131491 Hamburg DPA in German 1207 GMT 
24 Feb 9! 


conflict. The Federal Republic of Germany is prepared 
to make its contribution to thes. It is in the vital interests 
of the Germans and all Europeans to secure a peaceful 
future for the nations and states of this repion that 
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side of the Unvied Nations. international law. and the 
coalstson at thes decrsry> hour.” 


Yesterday. ummediate!y after the expiration of the dead- 
line given to Saddam Hussyn, Genscher stated im per- 
sonzl conversat.ons with bes colleagues in Washington. 
London, Pars. and Rome that n would not achieve 
peace bul only invite fresh aggressson if the imternational 
community allowed an aggressor and dictator such as 
Saddam Husayn to prevail. Never before has an 
aggressor been given s© much opportunity to change 
course. The Iraq: bead of state did not want to use any of 
the opportunities offered him “He alone bears respon- 
sibility for everything that has happened since 2 August 
and for what « »%ow happening.” 


A spokesman for the Foresygn Ministry confirmed that 
Genscher had been brefed mm advance about the start of 
the land wear 


Stoltenberg Calls for Overthrow 


2402132391 Berlin ADN in English 1229 GMT 
24 Feb 9! 


[Text] Bonn (ADN}—Federal Defense Minister Gerhard 
[Christran Democratic Unron] has appealed 
to the Iraqi military to overthrow Saddam Husayn. 
According to a spokesman in Bonn on Sunday, Stolten- 
berg said that the tome has come when the responsible 
military should mse up against the dictator im order to 
end the suffering of the people in Kuwait and Iraq. 
Saddam's adventerous and criminal policy has obvi- 
ously failed. 
The full solidarity of the Germans goes out to the 
soldiers of the allics who have now begun the crucial 
offensive for the liberation of Kuwait. He hopes that this 
phase of the war will rapidly lead to achieving the 
political and military objectives. 


Saddam Blamed for Ground War 
LD2402090191 Hamburg DPA in German 0357 GMT 
24 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The Federal Government blames 
the Iraqi head of state. Saddam Husayn, for the start of 


Hans-Dictrich Genscher were continuously »nefed 
during the might on the progress of developments. 
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SPD Official Comments 


LD24#02110291 Hamburg DPA in German 1017 GWT 
24 Feb 9! 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—On behalf of the Social Democrats. 


deputy chairman of the parliamentary group Norberi 
Gansel has stated that hrs party's political solsdarity bes 


Now the only hope left 1s that the allies’ ground offensive 
will soon reopen a political option. Gansel appealed to 
all members of the UN Security Council to keep them- 
seives om readiness for this so that human lives can be 
spared and the oilfield fires extinguished. “Our feelings 
of sympathy and hope are with the civilian population in 
the regron, with the soldiers on both sides. and to a 
particuar degree with the families in the Federal 
Republic of soldiers who are members of the allied 
forces,” the SPD politician said. 


Saudi Envoy Expects Active German Guif Role 
2402105991 Hamburg DPA in German 0645 GMT 
24 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Saudi Arabia's ambassador in 
Bonn, Abbas Fa‘iq Ghazzawi, sees a more active role for 
Germany im the Gulf region after the Gulf war is over 
and expects considerable German contributions to 
rebuilding Iraq and Kuwait. As the nchest and most 
important country in Europe, the Federal Republic rep- 
resents an important economic, political, and financial 
factor im the Middle casi, the Saudi ambassador said 
today mm an imterview with DPA in Bonn. 


The Saud: diplomat expressed understanding for the fact 
that the Federal Republic had not played the same active 


role as, for example, Great Britain or France, for Legal 
and political reasons. 


Ghazzawi said the Federal Republic peace movement 
had not been in a position to offer an alternative method 
for liberating Kuwait. After many conversations with 
representatives of the movement, he concluded that the 
majority im this movement cither “accept the law of the 
jungle” or simply avert their eyes from Iraq's aggression. 
Saudi Arabia knows that the “silent majority of Ger- 
mans support the international coalition against Saddam 
Husayn and the liberation of Kuwait by military 
means.” 


Ambassador Ghazzawi confirmed that the Saudi Gov- 
ernment was astonished, disappointed, and annoyed at 
the attitude of PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat and King 
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Hoe-<«en of Jordan toward is pomtion on the Gulf con- 
fiscy,, owt at the same tome hinted that Rryadh's relations 
with King Hesaym and “Arafat did not have to be 
burd-ned by this forever. “Wise icaders can also find a 
way back.” he said, “but we will need tome to understand 
why they acted m such a manncr.~ 


The tuming of the holy Islamic month of fasting. 
Ramadan, which begins on 17 March, would, as far as 
the ap*s-Iragi coalition 1s concerned, have no influence 
om Go-edies, the Saudi ambassador stressed. Even the 
Preg:+: | “dohammad fought the important battle of Badr 
duren; ‘2¢ month of Ramadan. Ghazzawi strongly 
ems ci2¢ ws there are no foreign troops m the 
vicwly & 4 kaw places of Mecca and Medina on Saud: 
Arabia. | os ‘would also not change im the future. Both 
places were 1500 km from the war, which was taking 
place m northeasten Saud: Arabia.” “and far beyord 
Saddam Husayn’s range.“ 


German Contribution in Gulf Conflict Detailed 


402402150091 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG 
in German 20 Feb Vi pl 


[Report by G. Schmidt: “Secret Document Reveals 
German Share mm Costs”] 


[Text] Bonn—The sum that Bonn miends to spend im 
connection with the Gulf war amounts to 17.378 billion 
German marks [DM], according to the present state of 
planning of the current fiscal year. A paper from the 
Finance Ministry that BERLINER ZEITUNG has 
obtained breaks down this sum by payments to -adi- 
vidual countries. For imstance, in 1991 the United States 
will receive financial aid totaling DM8.25 billion, 
ammunition worth [YM 360 million, and military equip- 
ment and air force support worth DM1.2 billion. Great 
Britain will get military equipment and amonunition 
worth DM450 millon, France will get military equip- 
ment worth DMII8 millon, and Italy will get such 
equipment worth DM28 million. The Netherlands will 
be credited with DM18.3 millon, and Turkey will 
receive DM280 mullion in civilian aid, and DM1.555 
billron in mulitary aid 


For the German units in Turkey and the Mediterranean, 
DM 308 inilhon will be spent in the first quarter of 1991 
alone. Israel will recerve humanttarnian aid wortn DM255 
million, military materiel worth DM203 million, a 
Patriot battery worth DM! 50 million, and DM880 mil- 
lion for the purchases of two submarines. For Jordan, 
Syria, and Egypt, money for civilian purposes totaling 
DM 1.285 billion has been envisioned in addition to the 
amount of DM4.0 milhon promised to the three coun- 
ines. 


Meanwhile, a heated controversy on whose budget 
should be burdened by these funds has broken oul 
between the Finance and Defense Ministries. Federal 
Defense Minister Gerhard Stohenberg has rejected the 
idea that the direct Bundeswehr costs fully 90 to his 
budget because they would exceed the existing drafi 
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budget of DM52.4 billion by DM? billion. According to 
government sources, Stolterderg intends to burden the 
budget for miscellancous cxpenses with all additional 
costs. Fonance Munester Waigel has rejected hes proposal. 


SPD Official on Mideast, Arms Control 


AU 2302210491 Berlin DER MORGEN in German 
2i Feb Vipd 


jinterview with Karsten Voigt, foreign policy spokesman 
of the SPD Bundestag group, by Brigitta Richter. place 
and date not given: “How Can a Stable Peace Order Be 
Ensured im the Middie East””) 


[Text] [Richter] Do you think that the wa. in the Gulf is 
a result of the end of the East-West conilict” 


[Vogt] No, DSecause Iraq's intention to achieve 
supremacy im the Arab world existed independent of the 
East-West conflict. The possibilities of the United 
Nations, however, to enforce a policy of sanctions and 
. 3 coordinated actions against Iraq would not beve 
existed without the end of the East-West conflict. 


[Richter] What does your assessment refer to” 


[Voigt] Husayn at first expected that the attention of the 
Western world to his aggression would not be very great. 
Accordingly, at first he did not show much of a reaction 
because he hoped for a mutual blocking of the veto 
powers in the UN Security Council—as in the old times. 

view, he was very surprised thai the Soviet Union 
eS ae dedher cts diel en 


[Richter] Does the Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD] have an opinion on the Gulf conflict” 


Voigt] There were majority decisions made by the SPD 
intensifying the sanctions and for exhausting the 
sanctions before an escalation of the war is decided. Of 


[Richter] Is the accusation of a provincial for-ign policy 
without concepts aimed at Foreign Minister Genscher” 


[Voigt] Yes. If this foreign minister docs not show any 
smoke, there is no fire, cither. This means, for manv 
weeks and months he disappeared, and | see his trips to 
Israci and the Middle East, which were received pow- 
tively by the German public, rather as a compensation 
for his lack of concepts. My impression 1s that during the 
imitial stage of the Gulf war, German foreign policy did 
not react at all, that during tne second slage 1 adopted 
the position of the Wesiern Allics almost without any 
criticism and concept, and that now, with ts intensified 
trips to the Middle East. it tres—without coordination 
with the Western allies and the partners in the BC —to 
give rise to the impression that the Germans suddenly 
are able to offer a concept for a peaceful solution 
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[Rocher] Was thos the empression received in the Unried 
States” 


[Voigt] Over the past few years Genscher was often 
criticized im the United Stat:s because of his line in the 
policy of East-West detente. Now his image im “he 
United States 1s that of a man who noticed the problems 
im the Near and Middie East too late and whose foreign 
policy 1s cnented more toward domestic aspects im the 
FRG. 

[Rocher] Latest reports from Iraq about the intention to 
withdraw from Kuwait under certain conditions might 
indicate a reassesement of Iraqi policy. If the German 
foreign minisier docs not have a model for solving the 
conf! «—does the SPD or you have one” 


[Voigt] Only if the withdrawal from Kuwait really 
begins, will ihe Allied armed forces be able to cease 
fighting. Afterwards, the most difficult question arises, 
namely how a stable peace order can be ensured. The end 
of the fighting in tac Gulf region must not lay the 
foundation for new fighting. This includes that not only 
must Iraq withdraw from Kuwait but that the Arab states 
also conclude treaties and agreements among themselves 
which are effective and credible in case of aggression by 
a third party. It would be nesther good nor desirable nor 
siabilizing if land-based troops of non-Arab and non- 
Islamic sta.cs were to be stationed in the region for the 
long term. In addition, checks on nonpossession and 
nonproduction of nucicar and chemical weapons in the 
regroa would be necessary. 


[Richter] Who should verify this, in your view? 


[Voigt] | can imagine that "he idea of nuclear- and 
chemical-weapons-free zones and corridors, which has 
been criticized by many, in particular »y the Americans 
when it was applied to Europe, can be accepted also by 
the Amer.cais for the region of the Near and Middle 
East. In addition, it would be conceivable to use imter- 
national organs, UN authorities, or a group of Arab 
states for verification. In the Wesicrn European Union 
(WEl!—military alliance of nine European stzies—the 
editors) there exists regional arms control, which, for 
instance, has verified the nonproduction of chemical 
weapons in the FRG. This practice could be taken over. 
There must be stricter control of arms exports to this 
region, at icast of long-range missile technology. Thus. 
the issue is not only the question of possessing, pro- 
ducing. and using nucicar and chemical weapons, but 
also certain conventional weapons technologies. 


[Richter] This sounds very like a dictate by the North to 
the South... 


[Voigt] | beleve that the interest in banning the above- 
mentioned weapons is an interest of the Arab states 
themselves. Therefore, there is a chance for regional 
arms control. 


[Richter] Thus, we have arrived at the often discussed 
“CSCE™ om the Middle East’ 
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[Voigt] Simply transferring the CSCE model, which has 
been tested in Europe, to the Middle East will not work. 


[Richter] When last year German unification became 
more and more of a reality, voices in East and West 
warned against the development of a Fourth Reich, a 
new Greater Germany. Almost the same voices now 
massively demand thai Germany participate in the war. 


[Voigt] | think that there is 2 change in the expectations 
of our western partners, whic) will last. And there is the 
contradiction that the same states, which are afraid of 
the Germans’ military power and wanted to keep it in 
check—and this was not only the intention of the Soviet 
Union—are now pillorying the alleged cowardice of the 
Germans. Regardless of this, I think, after its unification, 
Germany now really has to decide in which way it can 
and wants to contribute to solving international con- 
flicts. | am for German participation in UN peace- 
keeping forces. | am not for expanding the regional area 
of validity of NATO. 


[Richter] Should one get rid of Husayn? 


[Voigt] In our Bundestag group there were certainly 
deputies who, recalling Hitler, came out in favor of 
killing the tyrant. I think that the attempt to kill the 
tyrant was certainly legitimate in Hitler's case in 1944. 
But I think that killing Husayn will not basically improve 
the situation in Iraq. Iraq's aggressive policy is not only 
based on Husayn personally. Believing this is an illusion. 


Bush Criticized for ‘High-Noon Attitude’ in Gulf 


4U 2502150591 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
25 Feb 91 p 172 


[Rudolf Augstein commentary: “High Noon”} 


| Text] No one ts very keen on quoting a pcpe, particu- 
larly not the current one. Still, a statement by one of his 
predecessors, Pius XII, to military doctors in 1953 can 
be unreservedly supported. 


Any war, Pope Pius XII argued, that cannot be justified 
as an unavoidable necessity must be “punished” (at the 
time it was the Korean war): 


One can only be forced to resort to war in order to defend 
oneself against a severe act of injustice that affects an 
entire community and that cannot be averted through 
other means, because otherwise brute force and unscru- 
pulousness would take the place of international rela- 
tiors. 


This ts exactly the guideline for the UN resolutions in the 
case of Saddam Husayn and Kuwait. However, Pius XII 
also came up with the following argument: 


If the damage caused by the war bears no relation to the 
injustice suffered, one might have the duty to endure 
such an act of injustice. 
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The pope made particular mention—although he only 
said “above all”—of nuclear, biological, and chemical 
weapons. 


The damage that is currently being caused bears no 
relation to the injustice that has been or is still to be 
suffered. At the end of the hostilities hardly anything will 
remain of Kuwait but the rule of the opulent al-Sabah 
clan on scorched earth, supported by Western oil inter- 
ests. 


The fact that the majority of the Iraqi population backs 
its leader Saddam Husayn is beyond doubt. Yet, this also 
applies to Egypt's Mubarak. Syria’s Al-Asad, or Libya's 
Al-Qadhdhafi. 


Still, it is also true that the dictator of Baghdad could 
have felt encouraged to carry out his strike against 
Kuwait by the amateurs oi American diplomacy. Has 
sufficient thought been given to the consequences of the 
irreparable damage that has been done to Iraq, Kuwait, 
and the entire region? 


One is probably not wrong in assuming that the order to 
attack was the most difficult decision George Bush has 
made in his life and indeed, unlike the situation Lincoln 
was facing in 1861 or Roosevelt in 1941, one for which 
the situation had been very badly prepared. 


This is why the United States has overstretched the UN 
resolutions in the same way as Saddam Husayn tried to 
evade them with the help of the USSR. 


All of a sudden it was no longer a UN war against a 
second Hitler gone berserk. It was left to Soviet President 
Gorbachev to work out a promising framework for 
negotiations, which was rudely torn to pieces by the U.S. 
president. 


Power without counter-power knows no bounds. As long 
as there was a Soviet Union that had to be feared, the 
first superpower was not able to do just what it wanted. 
If worse comes to worst we now know what to expect 
from a country that all too willingly accepts the uniform 
of the international policeman. In view of the Soviet 
peace plan and the negotiations in Moscow, the entire 
German Bundestag showed optimism on Friday 
morning. The same night, the government spokesman 
had no choice but to accept Washington's sheriff-like 
ultimatum. 


With his high-noon attitude, George Bush is taking a risk 
that nobody is able to appraise today. Does he still fear 
that people regard him as a “wimp?” De facto, he is 
making Israel's policy his own, just as if the USSR were 
already finished. 


To remove Saddam Husayn’s regime remains an objec- 
tive, something that is devoutly to be wished. Neverthe- 
less, the attempt to make the Iraqi ieader appear to be the 
main problem of the entire civilized world seems to have 
been a mistake, after all. 
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Many poor Arabs will remain, and new Saddams are 
bound to emerge. What 1s least to be expected are serious 
efforts to solve the outstanding problems in the Middle 
East. 


It was not Arabs who gassed millions of Jews, whereas it 
is the Israelis who are depriving millions of Palestinians 
of their rights. Until it becomes a matter of course that 
Lebanese women and children are just as “innocent” war 
victims as Jewish women and children in Israel, there 
will be no peace. 


Government Denies Conditions Set for Treaty 


LD2202223391 Hamburg DPA in German 2110 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


{Excerpts} Bonn (DPA}—On Friday evening the Federal 
Government denied a report in the daily DIE WELT 
(Saturday edition) that Bonn, in agreement with its 
NATO partners, will refuse to put the Paris Treaty on 
Corventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) up for 
ratification until the Soviet Union meets certain condi- 
tions. [passage omitted] 


A Foreign Office spokesman in Bonn said that the 
Federal Government is preparing the ratification of the 
treaty with the expectation that any problems still out- 
standing can be solved at a joint discussion in Vienna. 
The formal ratification procedure has not yet been 
launched since “a number of technical and intergovern- 
mental legal questions” still have to be solved, such as 
the law on inspections in the non-military area. Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Aleksandr Bessmertnykh discussed this 
problem in Madrid on 21 February. 


Nicaraguan President Visits Berlin 22 Feb 


L.D2202174191 Berlin AON in German 1215 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Berlin (ADN)}—In Berlin today Nicaraguan 
President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro called for recon- 
ciliation between the East and West. It is just as impor- 
tant as reconciliation in Nicaragua, she said after signing 
the city’s “Golden Book™ in the Red Town Hall. 


She spoke about the critical situation in Nicaragua and 
asked that her country not be left in the lurch. Nicaragua 
has a debt burden cf 11 billion dollars. The 95 million 
Deutsch mark project-linked aid that the Federal Gov- 
ernment has promised her will help to rebuild her 
country, she said. The forzer dictator Samoza put the 
international aid following the 1972 earthquake in his 
own pocket. She is also unable to say where the extensive 
aid to the Sandinistas has gone. 


Berlin’s governing Mayor Eberhard Diepgen recalled 
Mrs. Chamorro’s visit to Berlin in 1989 and the piece of 
tne wall that stands on the president's writing desk. 


[passage omitted] 
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This brief visit to Berlin marks the end of Mrs. 
Chamorro’s visit to Germany. [passage omitted] 


Von Weizsaecker Leaves for ROK, India 24 Feb 


LD2402132191 Hamburg DPA in German 1210 GMT 
24 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—At noon Sunday, Federal President 
Richard von Weizsaecker left by air for a three-day state 
visit to South Korea, where he will meet South Korean 
President No Tae-u on Monday. During his stay in 
Seoul, Weizsaecker will open the biggest German indus- 
trial exhibition in Asia, Technogerma. The president wil! 
also travel to India on Thursday. He is accompanied by 
his wife and by the development aid minister, Carl- 
Dieter Spranger (Christian Social Union). 


High Foreign Trade Surplus With CEMA Reported 
AU2202122591 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 20 Feb 91 p 9 


[“sm” report: “Bonn Still Has to Conclude Agreements 
on Balance of Transfer Ruble Accounts”) 


[Text] Bonn, 19 February—On 31 December 1990 for- 
eign trade on the basis of transfer rubles within the 
CEMA ended with a surplus of 23.4 billion German 
marks [DM] in favor of Germany, as a legacy from the 
GDR. 


This can be seen from a report by the Berlin office of the 
FRG Economics Ministry that is available to HAN- 
DELSBLATT and that was drawn up by this office on 
the basis of information from the German Foreign Trade 
Bank. The transfer ruble balances were converted at the 
official rate of one transfer ruble to DM2.34. Almost 
two-thirds of the total surplus, namely DM15 billion, go 
to the account of the Soviet Union alone. Furthermore, 
Germany has surpluses of DM2 billion with Poland, 
DM1.6 billion with the CSFR, DM1.3 billion with 
Hungary, DM1.2 billion each with Bulgaria and 
Romania, DM0.8 billion with Cuba, DM144 million 
with Vietnam, and DM34 million with Mongolia. 


According to a CEMA decision, trade on the basis of 
transfer rubles ended at the end of 1990. During 1991 
agreements between the governments of the countries 
involved are to be concludea on how to deal with the 
transfer ruble balances. According to a CEMA decision, 
trade is to be conducted in hard currency as of 1991. 
Nevertheless, Moscow has made preliminary inquiries in 
Bonn about wh:ther the FRG Government is willing to 
continue trad« ca the basis of the transfer ruble. This 
request was rejected by the FRG Government. 


At the end of 1990 the surplus balance of the GDR in 
CEMA trade =mounted only to DM6.3 billion. This 
surplus almost quadrupled during the second half of 
1990, that is, after the introduction of the Deutsche mark 
in the GDR. 
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Imports of the Former GDR Declined Rapidly |subhead} 


The reason for this was rising exports from the former 
GDR to the CEMA countries and rapidly shrinking 
imports from the CEMA countries. Generally, all com- 
mercial contracts concluded before 30 June 1990 
‘nvolving exports were fulfilled, and the companies 
made evcry effort to make additional deliveries to the 
CEMA states as a result of the changed competitive 
Situation on the German market, the analysis of the 
Economics Ministry says. These exports were subsidized 
by the Federal Economic Office and its East Berlin 
predecessor with DM2 billion in order to protect the 
trust of the Eastern clients. Exports of cars, railroad cars, 
and ships were supported by the Trusteeship Authority 
with additional subsidies in the amount of DM1.5 bil- 
lion. 

These subsidies were linked with exports at a value of 
DM11 billion, the Economics Minisiry notes. A total of 
1,283 applications for additional exports at a value of 
DM4.4 billion could not be approved, because they did 
not correspond to the fixed criteria for approving further 
exports on the basis of the transfer ruble. 


In contrast, commercial contracts for imports were can- 
celed to a considerable extent, in particulz. because of a 
declining demand for products from the East in the new 
laender. In particular machine-building products, food- 
stuffs, but also iron, steel, and chemical products were no 
longer bought. As a result of this development, the 
export surplus of the new laender quintupled to DM20 
billion during the second half of 1990. 


Soviet Troop Withdrawal Plan Until 1994 Detailed 


AU2302222191 Berlin DER MORGEN in German 
20 Feb 91 p 2 


[“kde” report: “Plan for Withdrawal Examined”) 


[Text] Potsdam—This year 150,000 Soviet Army mem- 
bers will leave Germany. The withdrawal is concentrated 
primarily on Brandenburg, Saxony-Anhalt, and Thurin- 
gia. This was announced by Major General Foertsch., 
FRG Government representative for the withdrawal of 
the Soviet forces from the former GDR, to the press in 
Potsdam. 


In 1991 a total of 30,000 pieces of large equipment, such 
as combat tanks, armored personnel carriers, cannons, 
and combat helicopters, will also be returned to the 
Soviet Union. According to Foertsch, at the moment 
$46,000 Soviet Army members, civilian employees, and 
family members are on German territory. The FRG 
Government now has an overall plan for the withdrawal 
until 1994, which is currently being examined and is to 
be confirmed on 5 March. According to this plan, a 
reduction of troops by 30 percent each is envisaged for 
this year and the next two years. General Foertsch 
reported that the FRG Government will provide | 
billion German marks for transportation by 1994. 
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Foertsch said that Poland's refusal to permit the transit 
of Soviet troops is a bilateral problem between the two 
countries involved. Foertsch affirmed the desire of the 
FRG Government for a decent and dignified with- 
drawal. In addition, the government is in favor of having 
the FRG finance Ministry release the now free premises 
as quickly as possible in order to use them for residential 
purposes and for industrial settlements. 


Ex-Stasi Chief Mielke’s Indictment Scheduled 


AU 2402194891 Berlin DER MORGEN in German 
20 Feb 9i pl 


[“mue™ report: “Mielke To Be Indicted Before Summer 
Recess” 


[Text] Berlin—The Berlin public prosecutor's office 
intends to indict former GDR Minister of State Security 
Erich Mielke before the summer recess. This was 
announced yesterday by Senior Public Prosecutor Chris- 
toph Schaefgen. The indictment of former GDR Head of 
State Erich Honecker, on the other hand, will “still take 
a considerable amount of time.” 


According to Schaefgen, Mielke’s indictment will be 
based mainly on the comprehensive “special supplies to 
the inhabitants of the Wandlitz forest settlement,” “ille- 
gal telephone monitoring,” and “incitement to bending 
the law,” in connection with complaints because of the 
election fraud of spring 1989. Miclke, who will be 
indicted in line with the old GDR law, will not be 
accused of homicide. According to Schaefgen, who is the 
head of the “government crime” working group in the 
Berlin public prosecutor's office, the investigations 
agains< Honecker are now concentrating above all on his 
responsibility for the 200 dead at the Berlin Wall. This 
involves ordering the establishment of the security 
installations at the border and the use of guns. However, 
investigations because of the killings at the Wall are aot 
conducted against Honecker alone but in every singic 
case against everybody involved down to the respective 
soldier who fired the shots. Berlin's Justice Senator Jutta 
Limbach wants to have the former GDR head of state 
transferred as quickly as possible from Soviet custody to 
the German authorities. The Berlin investigators hardly 
see any chances of success concerning indictments of 
Werner Krolikowski, Werner Seidel, and Heinz Wilden- 
hain. As in the case of Harry Tisch [former Trade Union 
chairman], the Berlin Provincial Court might decide that 
an indictment for embezzlement of socialist property in 
line with Article 165 of the GDR Penal Code is uncon- 
stitutional. 


Yesterday Berlin's justice senator presented Munich 
public prosecutor Franz Bruener, who has been dele- 
gated by the Bavarian land government to help in the 
investigations against the former GDR government. He 
is the first of a total of 10 jurists, who are expected to 
come to Berlin from the old laender within the frame- 
work of an emergency program. At the moment, seven 
public prosecutors are working in the Berlin work group. 
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De Maiziere ‘Probably’ Worked for Stasi 
LD2302065391 Berlin ADN in English 1548 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Bonn (ADN)}—Lothar de Maiziere was “to a 
high degree of probability” an “unofficial worker” for 
the Ministry of State Security [MfS]. This emerges from 
the concluding report, published at a press conference in 
Bonn today, from Federal Minister of Interior Wolfgang 
Schaeuble on the investigations into the Stasi past of the 
former GDR premier. 


According to Schaeuble, the impression that the Stasi 
worker “Czerni” and De Maiziere “were one and the 
same” predominated. However, there are insufficient 
grounds for saying that De Maiziere knew that he was 
being used as an informal worker by the MfsS. 

The interior minister said that there were indications 
that De Maiziere “was an informal worker for the MfS.” 
In reply to the question whether in his opinion De 
Maiziere had been a perpetrator or a victim, Schaueble 
said: “Perhaps he was both.” 


However there were no direct indications as to what 
“Czerni” had reported, either verbally or in writing. It 
says in the concluding report that De Maiziere’s state- 
ments that he had never delivered written reports and 
never accepted money or other benefits were confirmed 
by the testimony of a Major in the MfS, other state- 
ments, and “partly by the files themselves.” 


In the middie of December De Maiziere asked the 
Federal president to release him from ministerial office 
because of the accusations made against him, and he told 
the chancellor that he would not be available for office in 
the new government. In addition he allowed his position 
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as deputy CDU [Christian Democratic Union] Federal 
chairman and CDU chairman of Brandenburg to be 
suspended. [passage omitted] 


De Maiziere Elected Chairman of CDU Commission 


LD2302190191 Hamburg DPA in German 1037 GMT 
23 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The former GDR prime minister, 
Lothar de Maiziere, was unanimously elected chairman 
of the CDU [Christian Democratic Union] Program of 
Basic Principles Commission by the CDU Federal Exec- 
utive. This decision was made al a strategy meeting of 
the CDU Federal Executive at Mayschoss in Rhineland 
Palatinate, the CDU announced in Bonn today. 


Before the vote, Federal Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble (CDU) reported on the content of the final 
report on allegations of work for the Stasi by current 
Deputy CDU Chairman de Maiziere. According to this, 
the evidence indicates that De Maiziere had contacts 
with former employees of the ex-GDR's Ministry for 
State Security and that this was written ¢. vn in a file. 
However, it is quite possible that the CDU politician did 
not know, from the content of the conversations and 
other conversations, that he was being controlled as an 
informer, it was said. 


According to the CDU, De Maiziere himself stressed at 
the meeting that he did nothing wrong. In the opinion of 
the CDU Federal Executive too the allegations can no 
longer be sustained. A CDU press release says: The 
Federal Executive sees its complete confidence in De 
Maiziere confirmed. The CDU chairman, Federal Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, thanked De Maiziere and his family 
for “having endured the personal strain caused by the 
allegations.” 


‘¢@ 
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Mitterrand Interviewed on Gulf War Issues 


LD2402215991 Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 24 Feb 91 


{Interview with President Francois Mitterrand by corre- 
spondents Jean-Marie Lefebvre of La Cing, Georges 
Bortoli of Antenne-2; Paul Amar of FR3;, and Domi- 
nique Bromberger of TF1, at the Elysee palace—live] 


[Text] [Unidentified correspondent] Good evening, Mr. 
President. Just over 18 hours ago the coalition forces 
launched a huge offensive into Iraqi and Kuwaiti territory. 
So, on this evening of the first day of battle, what can you, 
as president and head of the armed forces, tell me about 
what is happening with the allied forces this evening? 


[Mitterrand] I can not tell you anything, as you will very 
easily understand I am sure, that might harm the secrecy 
necessary to a military advance on the ground against an 
opponent to whom we would be giving information. 
Nevertheless, | can confirm the information given to 
viewers by General Roquejeoffre, who is in command of 
the French operation there, Operation Daguet, who said 
the French advance was at least 50 km into the territory 
where they are located, and that the other forces as a 
whole, especially those in the south who had moved 
toward Kuwait City, the capital of Kuwait, had exceeded 
expectations in terms of speed. That is, they are in a good 
position for the next hours and days. 


[Bortoh] For the French in particular, we realize you can 
not give us the positioning of the units, of course. But, on 
the whole, do you have the impression that things are 
going as expected, or less well than expected? 


[Mitterrand] Better than expected, better than expected, 
because it is going faster and with fewer obstacles than 
we imagined. Of course that is not to prejudge the future 
of the next few days. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, you said 
here in this very place, on 7 February, that this test was 
inevitable, that it would be hard and crucl. Have you 
been agreeably surprised by the losses which are said to 
be very light? 


[Mitterrand] Agreeably is not perhaps the best word, but 
it is true that for this day, one man injured by an 
exploding mine, an injury that turned out to be a light 
one, is an Outcome for which we did not hope, because in 
an operation of this toughness and ferocity we could fear 
more losses. | repeat all this without prejudice to the 
sequel for which we must prepare ourselves. 


[Unidentified correspondent] | would like to try to get 
you to say a little bit more on one point that is symbol- 
ically important. Have the allied forces entered Kuwait 
City? Are they in control of it? 


[Mitterrand] There you are asking me too much. But, if 
they were in Kuwait City it would be known. You would 
already know it. 
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[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, how can 
one explain this rapid advance? You cited 50 kilometers 
in one day? 


[Mitterrand] It must be the result of the month that 
preceded today’s events, that is, the air action, and perhaps 
also a drop in the morale of the opposing troops. The Iraqi 
soldiers are courageous, trained people. Nothing must be 
said to permit the thought that on this occasion they might 
have been bad soldiers. They are cut off from their bases, 
their communications are bad, they do not always have the 
appropriate supplies—thanks to the work of the past few 
weeks. As a result, one can understand it if they should be 
a bit, quite, even very disorganized. 


[Unidentified correspondent] It is commonly said that 
the nucleus of the Iraqi army is the Republican Guard, 
which has a strength of about 150,000 men and which 
passes for an elite unit. Have the allied forces already 
come up against the Republican Guard? 


[Mitterrand] Not yet. They are not situated in the zone 
where the action is taking place during the first days of 


fighting. 


[Unidentified correspondent] If Saddam Husayn does 
not accept a halt to the fighting, and that is apparently 
the case, how far will the allied troops go? 


[Mitterrand] There ts one objective—there are not two— 
to liberate Kuwait. So, the objective of the armies is to 
loosen the hold, to penetrate into the territory of Kuwait 
naturally, at all events, both by frontal and encircling 
maneuvers, which naturally require crossing Iraqi terri- 
tory—which certain troops are doing, but not with the 
objective of attacking Iraq. The necessity is to reach the 
Iraqi troops who are in Kuwait or those in Iraq heading 
to give assistance to their comrades in arms. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, that does 
not exactly reply to the question in the sense that it takes 
two for a ceasefire. If... 


[Mitterrand, interrupting] You did not ask me that 
question. 


[Unidentified correspondent] It seemed to me that that 
was the question. Let us say that | am going to formulate 
it in the following way. It takes two for a cease-fire. In 
other words, if once his forces in Kuwait are defeated 
Saddam Husayn continues to fight, are the allied forces 
not obliged to go further? 


|Mitterrand] They could be brought to that, but that is 
not the intention of France, of its allies, and it is not the 
mandate of the United Nations. 


[Unidentified correspondent] They could go further then? 


[Mitterrand] I thought I had said the opposite. There are 
troops who are in Iraq at the current time for the struggle 
against the Iraqi armed forces, who are protecting 
Kuwait, or who are going and coming in orcer to provide 
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security for the battle. That is necessary, and | under- 
stand it, if one wants to circumvent the force, the 
Strongest and most dangcrous for our troops, who will go 
around them. But the objective is not at all Iraqi terri- 
tory. The objective is not Baghdad, to put it simply. 


[Unidentified correspondent] It is not the objective, but 
if the battle continues? 


[Mitterrand] I repeat to you that the order given to the 
armed forces is to liberate Kuwait, and Kuwait is not in 
the direction of Baghdad. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, certain 
people in the United States consider that one is not able 
and will not be able to establish lasting peace in the 
region if Saddam Husayn remains in power. What do 
you think of that? 


[Mitterrand] People are free to express their opinion and 
everything that Mr. Saddam Husayn did during these past 
few years, and above all during the last few months, has 
caused much anxiety. It is not clear how he could mend his 
ways. But I repeat that our objective is simple. | am not 
going to repeat it; everyone has understood it. Only, one 
has to understand that a lost war, very heavy losses, a de 
facto destruction of the reserves, communications, and 
resources of Iraq, in this battle wished for by Saddam 
Husayn—because after all he was not obliged to go and 
conquer Kuwait, that is the actual subject of the dispute, 
which has lasted since 2 August of last year—I believe that 
situation would create a new balance of power within this 
country and that the political authority, never mind the 
moral and military authority, of Saddam Husayn would be 
seriously affected. But, it is a side effect, an indirect effect 
of the battle we are fighting. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, many 
people are wondering if we have not allowed a chance, a 
chance of peace, a chance to avoid this land battle, a 
change called the Soviet-Iraq proposals, to slip away” 


[Mitterrand] It is a question that does indeed demand a 
reply, because international public opinion does indeed 
have the right to wonder about that. You sec, since 2 
August the Soviet Union, along with us, has voted for all 
the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council— 
12 resolutions. Thus, we have been in constant harmony. 
Nothing has separated us. Certainly we have adopted an 
active attitude. We are in the military fight. The Soviet 
Union is not in it, but that does not necesarily mean a 
difference of assessment. | have stayed in constant touch 
with Mr. Gorbachev, up until yesterday—we spoke 
together on the telephone for three-quarters of an hour 
during lunchtime, at about | 300 hours—in constant touch, 
since 2 August. So, one can not say there are differences, or 
that there have been differences between us. 


On this matter he considered it necessary—and on this 
point I can not but approve of his attitude—to seek 
another chance to avoid war, and he used any influence he 
might have with the Iraqi authorities to bring them around 
to a plan that might be more acceptable than the proposals, 
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which you will recall were insane, by the Iraqi president. 
And I approved of that step [words indistinct] a plan 
submitted to us and about which I remarked—although | 
was not the only one, the other heads of state were 
involved in the discussion—that it was not precise enough 
on some points, but they were major points. | will just give 
you one example. With regard to the deadline for the 
evacuation of Kuwait, even should Mr. Saddam Husayn 
agree, within what period of time would the Iraqi troops 
withdraw from Kuwait? I repeat that there were major 
discussions. To begin with, some of the members of the 
coalition said four days; France proposed a week. 


[Unidentified correspondent] You are saying that its 
proposal was accepted? 


[Mitterrand] It should be said: What is a week? The 
Iraqis came and conquered Kuwait in two days. They 
could return in two days. 


[Unidentified correspondent] However, in the meantime 
they have [word indistinct] 


[Mitterrand] They have done engineering work: they 
have brought in heavier equipment. So, we should not be 
held to handling them too tenderly. But in fact, having 
consulted al! our experts and the most competent French 
and foreign military chiefs, seven days without doubt 
permitted the Iraqi troops to pull out of Kuwait, and 
anything that would have gone further, as the last pro- 
posal of Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. Tariq ‘Aziz did, in 
other words in this case three weeks, pul us back to the 
end of the month of March, the return of the hot season, 
an extra danger for our soldiers. But, how long has this 
problem been around? It has been with us since 2 
August. In other words, it will soon be seven months— 
the ultimatum for the war, that which set the date of 15 
January, which dates from 29 November, that is, since 2 
August, after the first Security Council resolutions 
calling for a withdrawal, the 29 November of an ulti- 
matum of 15 January. [sentence as heard] 


Then, since 15 January you have had a war, five weeks of 
it, an air war. You have seen what happened. Really, 
Saddam Husayn all the tis:s< had deadlines that made 
this war a threat before it broke out, then made it a real, 
bloody, destructive one. Now, we had troops in position 
waiting for the hour when they were going to risk their 
own lives, our soldiers, and were we going to prolong 
that? No, it was too late. 


We said that. We said the three most sensitive points 
were the time scale, one week was reasonable: it was the 
fact that the ceasefire could not take place before any 
other operation—during or after—because before would 
mean giving up what we had at our disposal; and finally, 
the demand that the UN resolutions should be dropped. 
wiped out, before any other discussion or before any- 
thing clse had happened, while it is only the Security 
<vouncil that can say that its resolutions are no longer 
valid. All of this shows clearly that we had a moral, 
political, and military duty to cry halt at that point and 
to say that if in the next few hours we didn't have a 














FBIS-WEU-91-037 
25 February 1991 


suitable reply from the Iraqi leader, it was the last 
ultimatum. We reserve the right to embark on action 
when we decide. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. President, the failure 
of the Soviet initiative, and the discretion, to pul it no 
further, of the United Nations in this crucial period of 
the past few days, have given an impression that this 
war—and | sand an impression—that this war was 
becoming a war of the United States, and not of the 
United Nations. 


[Mitterrand] Why the United States? There are also 28 
other nations involved with the United States in the 
action, even if the United States represents the main 
force in this case. There are plenty of less important 
conflicts, but which are still fearsome in other cases. In 
Chad, for example. Who was there to support Chad's 
independence against its enemy if not France. and no 
one came to help her. In other cases, no one came to help 
militarily. Zaire a little, that’s all. In this case the United 
States is carrying out the main role, and we have revog- 
nized that. We have had some decisions altered in some 
cases. We fought for peace right up to the evening of 16 
January, on the eve of the war. 


Having said that, now that the Security Council has met, 
and it had been meeting for a week already in continucus 
session, it was working in camera, which is perhaps why 
there was less talk about it. But, the Security Council was 
there, it had been convened, it could express its views. I do 
not think one can use that argument to say that we wanted 
to, let's say, rush things. We could not keep putting it off. 
So, I repeat, our soldiers, their lives, their security, were at 
stake. They will not keep postponing and postponing until! 
the day that suits Mr. Saddam Husayn. We had no reason 
to allow ourselves to be led into that trap. 


[Bromberger] Yes, but then Mr. President, the White 
House just said today that the date of the offensive had 
been fixed for 10 days. One cannot help wondering 
whether all the diplomatic flurry was not somewhat artifi- 
cial. 

[Mitterrand] Come on Mr. Bromberger, experienced as 
you are in diplomatic workings, can you really ask mec 
that question”? After all, peace was simply Iraq's accep- 
tance of the eight conditions imposed on it by the 
common statement of the coalition countries, the ones 
that included, in particular, the deadline of seven days. 
That statement was not ambiguous. That is say, if 
Saddam Husayn had said “I accept,” it meant peace. 
And if there was peace, the next hour we would have told 
our military chiefs who were on the spot that they should 
stop, halt all military mzacuvers that would lead to an 
attack in the next few hours. 


But if it is to be war, you have to prepare for it. You don't 
imagine that we were going to impovise between 1800 
French time yesterday evening, and 0200 French time, 
that we were going to impr. vse our battle plans? Yes, 
some of us knew that if nothing was settled, if all the 
attempts at peacemaking were to fail, if at the same time 
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Saddam Husayn were to obstinately refuse, as he had 
been doing. to respect the decisions of the United 
Nations, yes, we knew that on such and such a date, not 
exactly at what time, but on what date, fighting would 
start. That is what happened. How could we not have 
prepared for the war? It is a serious business. 


[Bortoli] What you are saying Mr. President is that in the 
war there is complete, perfect cohesion between the 
French and the Americans. Will what one might call 
France's individuality return when it comes to dis- 
cussing the peace and the future of the region? 


[Mitterrand] Mr. Bortoli, we have read enough articles. 
we have heard enough statements deploring the fact that 
France was going it alone or affirming its differences—I 
do not need to tell you that—and it is true that France 
has asserted its difference, and it has been right to do so. 
It asserted its difference in particular at the time of its 
peace plan on 15 January, but also in many other 
circumstances. But during the fighting, when the soldiers 
are there together in a brotherly way. are fighting for the 
same cause, when the safety of one ensures the safety of 
the other, are we going to permit ourselves to serve some 
game of being different or being in opposition? Yes, we 
are linked, we are allied, we respect our allies and we 
intend to do what we have undertaken to do, a party to 
the same thing like them. Afterwards, in other words 
with regard to the debate on peace, we have already said 
what we wish for. But believe me, we will be what we are, 
as we always have been throughout our history, as we 
have shown in any case since the end of the last world 
war, and we will assert the aims that appear to us to be 
the most appropriate, and no one will give us any orders. 


[Unidentified corrspondent] To conclude, Mr. Presi- 


dent, can something good perhaps come through the 
peace that will emerge from this harsh trial of war? 


[Mitterrand] But of course. If i may say so, this war was 
not made necessary by us. The Iraqi president has chosen 
a form of political and military suicide. He did not seize 
any chance—and he has had many of them in six or seven 
months—but as soon as we have finished with it—quickly 
I hope—it will be necessary to speak about Iraq. It will be 
necessary for Iraq to live. It will be necessary for it to live 
in peace. It will be necessary to speak about Kuwait, to 
repair the wrong. It will be necessary to speak about the 
Middle East. It will be necessary to speak about the other 
conflicts, speak about the Isracli-Arab conflict. It will be 
necessary to speak about the conflict or rather the situation 
in Lebanon. It will be necessary to speak about everything 
affecting peace in that region of the world, and everywhere 
moreover. 


Well, we will do that. We will do that and France will not 
fail, | think, to find in its tradition proposals that have a 
rich future and that will well deraonstrate that it has not 
made war against Islam or against the Arabs. 


We have indeed joined—I said it the first time—with 
many Muslim and Arab countries in this war. And we 
will also demonstrate that we know how to be logical, 
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and that one cannot mete out to one particular country— 

- this Fd ya Iraq—such harsh treatment as it is 
now and forget to act with fairness when 
icts come forward for negotiation. 


(Uniden correspondent] Thank you very much, Mr. 
t. 


[Mitterrand] | would like to say something to finish. | am 
sure that I am expressing what you think. I am expressing 
what all those listening to us think, a thought for our 
troops. Basically we love them, we support them. I think 
I can say we have confidence in them. In many French 
homes there are fathers, mothers, wives, and children 
who are anxious, who are worrying. May everyone know 
that the president of the Republic—but | am certainly, 
without twisting words, expressing myself on your behalf 
too—that the president of the Republic is thinking of 
them, is helping them, will help them, and intends to 
mobilize the nation, so that everyone should know, 
— S oe, without falling into the facile 

iS Sort of speech, that our troops should at 
oo feel they are supported by France. 


a correspondent} Thank you very much, Mr. 
t. 


Dumas Says Iraq Must Make ‘Last Move’ for Peace 
AU2202130091 Paris AFP in English 1236 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


ext] Paris, Feb 22 (AFP)}—France on Friday welcomed 
raq's acceptance of the Soviet peace plan for the Gulf but 
said the time for “rusing™ was over and it was up to Iraq to 
make the decisive “last move™ to clinch the peace. 


Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said the allies “must take 
the Iraqis at their word” but by added: “It is up to Iraq to 
make the last move to bring us to real peace.” Until this 


dakguats on O8 oe should be in the (military) 
t on the , sad 


r. Dumas after a 
meeting with his jan counterpart Tahir al-Masri. 


Mr. Dumas said that as far as France was concerned, “the 
goal is the withdrawal from Kuwait.” He said “diplomacy 
should continue but not replace” action on the battlefield. 
“The two are tary,” he said. “There isn't much 
time lefi for manoeuvring before the final dec. 
sion.... the time for rusing is over,” he warned. 


Mr. Dumas said France wanted several “improvements” 
to the Soviet plan with regard to the start of the Iraqi 
withdrawal and its completion. He said the withdrawal 
had to be “immediate and not take more than a few days”. 


“Everything must be done to avoid giving Saddam 
Husayn the time and possibility to reorganise his 
forces,” Mr. Dumas said. 


Earlier Mr. Dumas said in a communique that the Soviet plan 
might lead to the “peaceful settlement which France has 
always sought” to the Gulf crisis and he said Iraq's acceptance 
of the plan “constitutes a step in the right direction”. 


However the communique said that “several k 
remain imprecise”, notably on the evacuation 


points 
Kuwait 


“which cannot be deferred” and the “validity” of United 
Nations’ Security Council Resolutions. 
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Mr. al-Masri said after meeting Mr. Dumas that Jordan 
believed the Soviet plan deserved to be “supported and 
implemented”. He said he could not see any “condi- 
tions” in the plan. “The main icc .3 the withdrawal and 
that is stated very clearly,” he said. 


Mr. Dumas, in an interview with Europe-| radio, said that 
he “was not aware for the moment” of di among 
the coalition allies on the Soviet plan. Mr. Dumas said that 
after three conversations during Thursday night with Sec- 
retary of State James Baker, he could already say that the 
position of the United States “is not very different from 
the French position” with regard to a ceasefire, the time 
given Irag to withdraw and U.N. resolutions. 


Mr. Dumas was to take part Friday in a meeting of 
defence and foreign ministers from the nine members of 
the Western European Union which groups all members 
of the European Community with the exception of 
Denmark, Ireland and Greece. 


Dumas Expects ‘Improvements* in Gulf Peace Plan 


LD220213149i Paris Domestic Service in French 
1/00 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Statement by Foreign Minister Rolaxc: Dumas on the 
Soviet peace plan on 22 February, piace not given— 
recorded] 


[Text] The improvements expected by France concern 
the point regarding withdrawal from Kuwait, and the 
point regarding the success [aboutrssement] of this with- 
drawal. The with¢crawal must take place immediately. 
and should not take more than a few days. Everything 
will have to be done. therefore, to avoid giving Mr. 
Saddam Husayn the time and means to restore his 
forces—all the more so in that he announced yesterday 
his determination to continue the struggle and his inten- 
tion So Continue war. 


It is not possible, cither, to leave Iraq to decide alone 
about the validity or the annulment of the Security 
Council resolutions. This is very serious, and also con- 
trary to the principles of justice. One cannot examine 
right now all the problems posed. A number of other 
questions come to mind, in fact. However, we are 
dealing with the essential matters because it 1s only at 
this price that we can hope for the recovery of the true 


path leading to peace. 


Dumas Says Allies Back Bush on Deadline 


AU2202171691 Paris AFP in English 1646 GMT 
22 Feb 9! 


[Text] Paris, Feb 22 (AFP)}—The announcement on 
Friday by U.S. President George Bush giving Iraq until 
1700 GMT Saturday to get his troops out of Kuwait had 
the full backing of the allies, French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas said. 
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Mr. Dumas, speaking shortly after Mr. Bush's statement. 
said that the U.S. President had telephoned French 
President Francois Mitterrand. 


French Defense Minister Pierre Joxe meanwhile said 
that the countdown to an allied land offensive had begun 
following the ultimatum laid down by Mr. Bush. 


“It's only a matter of a few hours,” Mr. Joxe said. 


Jordanian Minister Urges Support for Soviet Plan 


NC2202183991 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 
1600 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Tahir al-Masri met with French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas in Paris this morning. 


The two ministers reviewed the Soviet plan for ending 
the war and establishing peace in the Gulf region. 
Al-Masri underlined the positive nature of this step and 
the need for French and European action to deal with it 
positively and rapidly. Al-Masri said that it is important 
that France take the position of backing the peaceful 
dialogue, implementing international legitimacy, and 
not exceeding it, adding that this is the position that the 
Arab people expect from France. 


The two ministers also dicussed the future relations 
between the Arab world and the EC in general and 
between Jordan and the EC in particular, in addition to 
bilateral relations. 


Political Figures React to Soviet Peace Plan 


LD2202133391 Paris domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Roland Dumas has just stressed 
that we have to take Iraq's word for it, following its 
acceptance of the Soviet peace plan. At the same time he 
stressed that it is up to Iraq to take the last steps and that 
the time for cunning has passed. 


Other French reactions: Former French Defense Min- 
ister Jean-Pierre Chevenement, says that France's honor 
and respect for justice compel action to ensure that the 
United States renounces the continuation of a war which 
would have nothing to do with the UN objectives. 


The reaction of Jean-Claude Gayssot, secretary of the 
Central Committee of the French Communist Party: The 
door of peace is now open. The fighting must stop, and a 
cease-fire must be implemented to enable Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait. 


Valeriy Giscard d’Estaing says that the Iraqi stand is not 
clear, and it 1s necessary to continue military operations. 


Mitterrand ‘Deplores’ Iraqi Failure To Respond 
AU 2302191191 Paris AFP in English 1904 GMT 
23 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 23 (AFP)}—French President Francois 
Mitterrand on Saturday “deplored” Iraq's failure to act 
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on an allied deadline ordering Iraqi troops to star 
evacuating Kuwait by a 1700 GMT deadline, and sai 
military action was continuing on schedule. 


In a statement, Mr. Mitterrand said that France “notes 
and deplores that Saddam Husayn has refused the pos- 
sibility of achieving the liberation of Kuwait without 
further combat. In these conditions, military operations 
are continuing to develop according to scheduled plans.” 


The statement echoed a comment by U.S. President 

Bush who said that after the deadline expired 
that allied military action to liberate Kuwait “continues 
on schedule”. 


A senior Pentagon official meanwhile said that U.S 
commander in the Gulf General Norman Schwarzkopf 
had been given the authorization to start the ground war 
in the Gulf. 


General Gives Details of Ongoing Operations 


LD2302135191 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] French forces carried oul more operations in 
Kuwait and Iraq this morning. Taking part this time 
were not only the air force but also artillery units. For the 
first time, Gazelle helicopters armed with antitank mis- 
siles joined ground forces. General Germanos, head of 
the Armed Forces Press Service, gave details to (Bruno 
Pea) this morning. 


[Begin Germanos recording] Within the allied plan the 
Daguet division carries oul various tasks to confirm 
operational intelligence on the enemy order of battle. Ii 
does so day and night. As you learned yesterday, there 
were four prisoners taken by infantry units of the Daguet 
division. Yesterday, French helicopters carried out mis- 
sions in Iraqi territory to a depth of approximately 20 
km. During these missions the Gazelle helicopters fired 
on defensive positions and vehicles, which were hit and 
destroyed. | would also take the opportunity here to state 
that all helicopters, and there were many taking part in 
that mission, returned safely to base. [end recording] 


Troops ‘On the Move’, ‘Ready’ for Ground Attack 
LD2302190391 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] No iraqi units withdrew from Kuwait at 1800 
Paris time, the time at which the ultimatum issued by the 
allies to Baghdad expired. This is what General Danie! 
Gazeau, the number two of the French forces in the Gulf 
said a short while ago. Serge Martin, you are with the 
French troops somewhere along the border between 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq. For the troops everything 1s 
continuing as normal, at leasi for the time being” 


[Martin] Yes, absolutely. This evening the Daguct div:- 
sion is on the move, like the other British and American 
divisions, which are along this border with Iraq. For 
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many French soldiers the ground offensive has in fact 
begun, even if the general order to go has not yet come. 
Since this morning the French troops have had several 
instructions, in particular instructions to move and the 
order to wear chemical protective clothing. 


All day long the pieces of ordnance which have been 
brought close to the border-—some are even on the 
border—have noi ceased firing and pounding the Iraqi 
positions with 155mm shells. The firing is described as 
demoralizing fire [tur de deception] by the troops. and 1s 
aimed at sapping the enemies’ morale, but also above all 
at protecting the advance of certain units. As | am 
speaking to you in fact, French soldiers have already 
infiltrated beyond the Iraqi border. They are in partic- 
ular the marines, the Marine Infantry Regiment, and 
legionnaires. [passage omitted] 


In short, the whole of the contingent is on the move and 
is currently ready for attack. Many units have thus 
prepared the ground on the other side of the border. The 
troops are now waiting only the order to advance, but at 
the same time can halt everything if necessary within the 
next few minutes. [passage omitted] 


Operational Details Noted 
LD2402092591 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Some French units penetrated Iraq last night. 
The first regiment of the Foreign Legion is reported to be 
on the frontline in Irag. General Roquejcoffre, com- 
mander of the Gaguet operation, revealed the above this 
morning to one of our special correspondents in the 
Gulf. Serge Martin, you are with the soldiers of the 


Daguet operation. What do you know” 


[Martin] We know that several French units are now in 
Iraqi territory. | will not tell you which ones, as the last 
military instructions we were given here imperatively 
forbid us from telling you which units these are. The 
instructions are part of a joint .trategy of the coalition 
forces and are for security reasons. 


Several French units are now in Iraqi territory. I can only 
tell you that they are 20 kms from the border. The 
operation is ready along the border. There are tanks, 
troop transport vehicles, and other units ready to follow 
the firsi ones that are clearing the ground. 


I can also tell you that according to news reaching us here 
at the rear of the operation, apparently there was no real 
resistance, during the first kilometers in any case. Fur- 
ther, the first French units found the Iraqi positions and 
exchanges of fire took place. It was a rather casy pene- 
tration. It seems that there was no Iraqi riposte. We did 
not hear any shells fired. nor see any rockets launched 
here at the rear. Everything is ready for the continuation 


of the operations. [passage omitted] 
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Poll Shows 3 of 4 Approve Gulf Offensive 


AU 25020; 1891 Paris AFP in English 0031 GMT 
25 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 25 (AFP}—Three out of four French 
people approved the launching of a ground war in the 
Gulf and 78 per cent said the United States and its allies 
were right in waging war against Iraq. according to a poll 
published here Sunday [24 February]. 


The BVA poll carried out for French television and the 
daily LIBERATION showed 73 per cent of respondeuts 
in favour of the ground war with 78 and 75 per cent 
respectively backing the decisions taken by Presidents 
Francois Mitterrand and George Bush concerning the 
Gulf, compared with 77 and 70 per cent a week before 


The toppling of Iraqi President Saddam Husayn’s regime 
was seen by 78 per cent as an indispensable condition for 
peace in the Gulf. 


Joxe Says Troops To Reopen Embassy in Kuwait 
LD2502105291 Paris International Service in French 
0630 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Text] The French troops penetrated 50 km into Iraq: 
territory yesterday without meeting much resistance. 
The troops of the Daguct contingent took more than 
1,000 prisoners, said General Roquejcoffre, the man in 
charge of the French operation. 


According to the French defense minister the Iraqis 
refused to fight. Pierre Joxe also announced that soldiers 
of the engineers regiment and some French commandos 
will go to reopen the French Embassy in Kuwait City. 


Incendiary Device Thrown at Albanian Embassy 


LD2502112491 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Text] An incendiary device has been thrown at the 
Albanian Embassy in Paris. The result was very slight 
damage and no one was injured. 


* Postwar Policies Discussed, Outlined 
9/ES04334 Paris LE MONDE in French 12 Feb 9! 
pp i.y 


[Article by Daniel Vernet: “The Peace Files”) 


[Text] The war is not over. It hasn't even come to a peak 
yet and the allies are beginning to consider the after- 
math. It is not premature because it would do no good to 
win the war if the peace lef in its wake nothing but 
losers. Americans and Europeans—the latter often in 
jagged alignment—are cooking up plans for the emer- 
gence of some regional balance in the Middle East and to 
ensure that some would-be Saddam Husayn, in Iraq or 
elsewhere, doesn't feel tempted by the same kind of 
adventure. Beyond the liberation of Kuwait the war 
must bring about a peace that will a posterior: reinforce 
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its reason for existence. The problems that caused the 
Middle East to become a powder keg are known but the 
solutions are controversial. The shape of peace largely 
depends on the aims of the war. 


However, these aims are not absolutely clear. nor are 
they equally shared by all the members of the anti-Iraqi 
coalition, not even by the major partners. 


Aside from the evacuation of Kuwait, does the United 
States want to destroy the Iraqi war machine, liquidatc 
Saddam Husayn—or anyway, remove. him from 
power—and maintain a permanent armed presence in 
the Gulf? For example, Richard Peric, former assistance 
secretary of defense, said: “One of the goals of the war 
has already been attained: Iraq is no longer capable of 
producing and using mass destruction weapons.” 


The nature of peace also depends on the outcome of the 
war, on which the experts don't appear to have any 
doubts, and especially on how the coming ground battles 
will unfold and end. Beyond that, various options may 
be constructed around a few pivotal questions that will 
remain open whatever the outcome of the fighting. 


The first question concerns security measures in the Gulf 
area based on a regional balance accompanied by arms 
control, which will become possible if the end of this fluid 
war stops Washington and Moscow from arming local 
vassals. To begin, security may be ensured by a military 
presence, however, despite the contradictory declarations 
of their leaders, the Americans are not interested in 
keeping ground forces in Saudi Arabia, in the Emirates, or 
in Kuwait for the long term. If they don't want to feed 
anti-Western feelings they'd be well advised to entrust this 
task to a UN or an inter-Arab force. 


When the time comes, a collective security mechanism 
would be best in a position to guarantee peace. This 
objective is based on the assumption that none of the 
countries in the area presents a threat to the others, 
whether it is Iraq, Iran, Syria, or even Turkey. This is 
why the question of whether the destruction of the Iraqi 
military potential is covered by UN Resolution 678 or 
not 1s so much casuistry. Aside from the fact that in 
order to liberate Kuwait it is certainly necessary to break 
the Iragi war machine, the establishment of a new 
regional order after the conflict requires a weaker Iraq 
that no longer poses a threat to its neighbors. “If this job 
were done only halfway,” British Defense Minister Tom 
King said, “we would see the same problem reappear in 
six months or one year.” At the same time, Iraq mustn't 
come out of the war so weak that it would make it casy 
prey for other regional powers, in other words, that it 
would be carved up and “Lebanized™ to satisfy its 
neighbors’ appetites, the national demands of the Kurds, 
or the reconsideration of the borders arbitrarily drawn— 
but nonetheless existant—after the fall of the Ottoman 
Empire. If there was any sense in the policy of supporting 
Iraq against Iran in the first Gulf war, namely to contain 
Muslim fundamentalism, the West has no interest in 


secing Iran occupy the place left vacant by Baghdad 
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while Saddam Husayn seems to be currently pulling the 
chestnuts out of the fire for his former enemics. 


The Gulf must have military stability but also political and 
economic stability. The war will certainly have contnbuted 
to enhancing tensions even within countrnes in the area, in 
Saudi Arabia, for exampic, where the “moderns” and the 
democrats want to take advantage of the turmoil created 
by the presence of hundreds of thousands of Western 
trvops to gain points over the religious and the tradition- 
alists who in contrast see themselves strengthened in their 
integrity by allied “debauchery.” 


Rebuilding the Area 


Speaking to the House of Representatives, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State James Baker cited the economic reconstruc- 
tion of the area, including Iraq. as one of the objectives 
of U.S. postwar policy. The Europeans advanced the 
idea of a Middle East Bank that could operate on the 
model of the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development devoted to East European countries and 
could be largely financed by the Gulf states. There was 
even talk of a “Marshall Plan” for the Middle East, 
except that the term has been used and abused so much 
in recent months precisely in connection with East 
Europe that it no longer means much. 


Anyway, such a bank would present the advantage of 
offering a framework for a certain redistribution of the 
oil bounty among the rich countries and the others—an 
old, never implemenied idea that the war may help make 


more acceptable. 


Nevertheless, stability and peace cannot be ensured in 
the Middle East as long as the Isracli-Palestinian conflict 
hasn't been settled and means haven't been found to 
simultaneously guarantee Israel's existence and the Pal- 
estinians’ right to a state. Will the Gulf war have a 
catalytic effect in this respect, too? Opinions are split on 
this. Francois Heisbourg, director of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies of London, sees three 
questions on this topic: What will become of the PLO 
and its chairman Yasir ‘Arafat now that it has linked rts 
fate to Saddam Husayn’? What will be Jordan's future as 
a buffer state now that King Husayn, too, sided with his 
powerful neighbor? How far can the Israelis trust their 
allies for their security? These three basic questions 
asked, some factors lean toward a hardening of the 
Isracli-Palestinian *ntagonism, others toward an casicr 
solution of the dispute. 


Among the former is the position taken by Mr. ‘Arafat, 
who has not enhanced his image in the cyes of the West, 
not cven among those who were trying to persuade the 
Israclis to accept him as a partner for talks. The link, 
however artificial, established after the fact by Saddam 
Husayn between the occupation of Kuwait and that of 
the West Bank and Gaza by Israci might have been better 
promoted by the Palestinians if the PLO had shown 
solidarity with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states—who in 
fact have been its traditional financiers—had joined 
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them in condemning the annexation of Kuwait, and had 
demanded the impiementation of all UN resolutions. 
In contrast, the attitude adopted by the PLO chairman 


can only reinforce the Israch in its rejection of 
ae after found itself subyected to 
Iraqi . Could it he that Jerusalem exchanged its 


“restraint” 
response—against a prownise by Washington not to allow 
the organization of an international conference on the 


Israel's Security 


And finally, the Scud fire in itself reinforced Israci in its 

conviction that its military security was an essential 

imperative and that it could not tolerate the establish- 

ment of an Arab state a few kilometers from its vital 

re ee So one Capea & 6D OED 
bombardments. 


However, the same can be turned around. If 
the PLO is discredited. if its cha’-man is put out of the 


Scnupation of he Worn Hank ond Casa on eosloutty os 
the annexation of Kuwait. 


And finally, the painful experience of the Scud missiles 
fire and the confidence placed in the Americans and 
their Patriots may lead the Jewish state to reexamine its 
security concept and to rely on its allies—primarily the 
United States, because rightly or wrongly, Europe has 
disqualified itself in the eyes of the Israclis—and accept 
the idea that its survival is not measured solely in 
military terms, but also in diplomatic terms, and that a 
security system for the entire Middle East may in the end 
be at least as effective for its defense as its weapons. 


Should a Palestinian state be established in the West 
Bank and Gaza, or should it also incorporate the present 
Jordan, whose population is 70 percent Palestinian? The 
answer to this question depends largely on how skilfull 
King Husayn is at surviving Saddam recy th, s rere 
and at restoring his traditional A 

after the war, at a time when his ination (0 a0 lonane 
spared by the wave of Muslim fundamentalism. 


Another thorny problem in the Isracli-Arab conflict 
concerns Jerusalem, its status and its future. The theo- 
jan Hans Kueng has recently made a suggestion that 
into account the symbolic significance of the city. 
Rather than make Jerusalem an international city, he 
suggested that it be the capital of the State of Israci and 
of a future Palestinian state and that the two flags—one 
bearing the Star of David and the other bearing the 
Crescent—be displayed one next to the other, like the 
flags of the Vatican and Italy in Rome. 


We're not there yet. The means of achieving a compre- 
hensive settlement in the Middle East are themselves the 


| concern st, for 
fear of finding itself in the defendant's seat, preferring a 
bilateral approach. 


The White House doesn't have too much confidence in 
the Security Council, where Soviet hardening is always 
possible and French defiance 1s never out of question. It 
would |i 


daty 
larger fora or a Isracli-Arab conference 
S dstintimmedte ts Chirac on Sunday 
10 February, which could be held in Paris at the mmvita- 
tion of the French Government. 


qe ty 


participate in an effort that was nevertheless designed to 
defend their security in the broader sense of the word. 


Ii is very probable that the Americans will ask the 


divided, they will be less inclined to ensure. The famous 
“burden sharing” will come back with a vengeance. 
NATO reform, made indispensible by the collapse of the 
communist regimes in the East, will be intensified by the 
Gulf war, which has demonstrated that the Western 
nations must be ready to intervene outside of the areca of 
the Atlantic alliance, in spite of German reservations . 


It is not enough .o deplore the fact that the common 

icy did not withstand the first serious test. 
The Twelve don't have the same interests. Some of them, 
like Great Britain, tend to look rather toward the high 
seas, others, like the Germans, are troubled by what is 
happening in the East, while France is interested im the 
Mediterranean basin. There is nothing new about that. 
However, nothing would be more harmful for the idea of 
European unity than a division of labor that would 
make, for example, cooperation with the East an almost 
exclusively German affair, while the Mediterrancan 
countries, headed by France, would devote themselves to 
the Maghreb, where special efforts will have to be made 
to repair the damage caused by the Gulf conflict. 


A common policy can make sense only if cach partner is 
capable of understanding and sharing the specific inter- 
ests of the others. And if the current European confusion 
serves to lead to this kind of awareness, then the crisis 
would have done some good. 
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Andreotti Seeks Clarification of Soviet Pian 


AU2202133891 Rome ANSA in English 1229 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, February 2—“Patience and 
wisdom appear to be finally revealed.” ltalian Premier 
Giwho Andreotti affirmed, in reference to Iraq's accep 
tance of the Soviet pian on an end to the Gulf conflict, in 
ee a a oo ee on on oe 


“The latest reports from Moscow,” he added.“in this 
seesaw of hope and disappointment, have re-ignited 
hope for an end to the conflict and the return of freedom 
to Kuwait without further bloodshed.” 


“The conversations in Moscow continue this morning.” 
Andreotti said, “and | hope that every point will be 
Clarified in an acceptable and secure way, to cancel the 
ground offensive and end, as quickly as possible, all 
hostilities. Al this moment, it is important to maintain 
and reinforce the cohesion among our partners.” 


The premier went on to say that he had been in contact, 
through diplomatic channels, with the governments in 
Washington, London, Paris and Moscow and to have 
personally consulted with French President Francois 
Mitterrand and British Prime Minister John Major. 


Andreotti also affirmed that “on two points of the 
Gorbachev plan for which Bush expressed particular 
reservations, one (the release of prisoners) seems to me 
to have been positively vesolved, while the other (the 
timetable for Iraqi withdrawal) appears to be a detail 
which should not be difficult to resolve, taking into 
account that while the occupation took only two days. 
withdrawal will involve many more.” 


“What remains to be clarified” he added, “is the nature 
of “non- conditions’ for the rest. But | recall that [word 
indistinct] one condition on the total withdrawal from 
Kuwait was defined by Gorbachev, himself, perfectly ia 
line with the positions of the UN as unrealistic and 
unacceptable.” 


“What also must be respected, and this is not a question 
of form,” Andreotti underscored,” is the authority of the 
UN Security Council towards the abrogation of all the 
measures adopted. These decisions obviously cannot be 
left to bilateral and | do not think they can be 
made before the total (Iraqi) withdrawal from Kuwait.” 


“But what also must be ascertained, in an unequivocal 
way, given the substantial differences between Saddam's 
afternoon address yesterday and the ample readiness 
expressed (later) by his foreign minister, is whether the 
latter relayed a definitive and unequivocal decision by 
the Iraqi government.” 


Turning his attention to the role of Italy, he said “all our 
commitment, in total harmony with the policy of the 
UN, has only been to restore Kuwait's independence, 
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and urging successive diplomatic efforts to jointly 
achieve, under the aegis of the United Nations, balanced 
and stable security for all.” 


Regarding the military situation in the Gulf, Andreott: 
affirmed “Saddam Husayn is responsible for both the 
destruction and the suffering of Kuwait...No one can 
strated), in secking to achieve the UN-set objective of 
(Kuwaiti) liberation, a great sense of responsible 
patience, always sought to offer Saddam Husayn a way 
to return.” 


De Michelis Briefs Press 


AU 2202140891 Rome ANSA in English 1239 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, February 22—‘“Something has 
broken open which is more than jusi aperture: Now we 
must work on it” Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Michelis told the press at the lower house > 
reference to Iraq's acceptance of the Soviet plan to end 


the ccalition committed in this region.” 


Iraq's positive reply to the Soviet plan is for the foreign 
minister “very important.” at icast from the point of 
view that it presents Iraq's readiness to withdraw from 
Kuwait unconditionally. 

“Other questions” he continued, “still remain too vague. 
such as that for the timetable to withdraw from occupied 
areas.” 


According to Italy's diplomatic chief, Iraq's withdrawal 
from Kuwait must take place “in a very limited number 


of days.” 


Regarding Saddam Husayn’s request to abrogatc United 
Nations resolutions against Irag, De Michelis said “this 
cannot be subject to negotiations, but only a decision 
made by the Security Council.” 


Asked to comment on Italy's position on the Soviet 
proposal and American reservations on the plan, De 
Michelis replied: “It must be made clear that Italy's 
appreciation is and remains for Gorbachev's initiative 
aimed at achieving Iraq's total and unconditional apph- 
cation of the UN resolutions beginning with its imme- 
diate and unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait.” 


“There does not exist,” he added, “a Gorbachev plan 
and thus the American reservations, which | understand 
very well and substantially share, regarding the aspects of 
applying Iraq's readiness which today appears more 
substantial than yesterday, if one considers the speech by 
Saddam Husayn on Radio Baghdad."|sentence as 
received] 

“There is no division within the coalition” De Michelis 
continued, adding, “I believe that (7in the) upcoming 
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hours, mm close contact with our other partners. we will 
define a context within which Iraq's eventual readiness 
to withdraw can take place avoiding on the one hand. the 
risk that Irag 1s tryrng to buy time and. on the other. that 
it can gain unacceptable discounts ¢7 political advan- 
tages, mm respect to the problems of its compictc and 
unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait.” 


“We are im contact™ Italy's diplomatic chicf said, “with 
the Unned States and the Soviet Union. | spoke person- 
ally with American Secretary of State (James) Baker to 
illustrate laly’s position and to understand, more pre- 
cisely, the US. position. Furthermore. we await the 
ee oo Security 
ouncil.” 


Asked whether Italy would participate im an eventual 
ground offensive, De Michels answered “we are part of 
a coalition. We do not have ground forces, but we do 
have ships and aircraft with which we will participate in 
a coalition offensive.” 


Rognoni Comments on Post-Gulf War Goals 


AU2302152191 Rome ANSA in English 0951 GMT 
23 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, 2/2/1991—A radical reduction 
of Iraqi military capacities, arms reduction throughout 
the Gulf and the Middle East, and arms contro! across 
the vast area between the Indian and Atlantic Occans 
should be seen as the post-war aims once Iraq has 
withdrawn from Kuwait, according to Itahan Defence 


Minister Virginio Rognon:. 


In an interview to be published by the news weekly, 
L’ESPRESSO, on Monday, Rognoni pointed oui that it 
is mostly due to the West if Iraq is “pullulating with 
arms.” 


“(The West) must make all the self-criticism it needs to 
since it has supplied (iraq), often in clandestine traffic\- 
ing.” a pre-publication release of the interview quoved 


Rognoni as saying. 


Rognon: also admitted it would be difficult to get Isract 
10 agree to controls over its arms, but he claimed this 
country should be seen as having a special position. “It is 
a country which 1s surrounded and has been aggressed 
against,” he claimed, “and it can't think of dismantling 
its defensive apparatus ai one fell swoop.” 


Asked what the Gulf War has taught the Italian Armed 
Forces, Rognoni commented that “defence policy is in 
reality the defence of a policy. The new attitude is to 
guarantee stability and international security.” 
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“This <s why our Army, based on the draft and therefore 
rigid and heavy, is no longer any good.” he added. 
“People are moving towards a ncw model, a small, 
mobile, well-armed Army, with a decisive professional 
componcat” 


Craxi, Occhetto Urge Ead to Baghdad 
Bombardment 

PM2502114691 Rome AVANTT' in ltalian 
IS Feb vipi 


[Text] Here is the text of the joint statement by Italian 
Socialist Party and Democratic Party of the Lefi Secre- 
taries Bettino Craxi and Achille Occhetto. 


The war as it progresses brings with i all the tragedies 
and horrors of war. The number of casualties among the 
civilian population is increasing, whether through 
attacks deliberately directed against them, or through 
tragic mistakes, or through the cynicism with which 
citizens of every age are exposed to the greaicst suffer- 
ings and the most terrible dangers 


Al this point, the wisest step ihat could be taken fol- 
lowing the terrible tragedy of the Baghdad bunker i< an 
immediate cessation of the bombings of the cities and, in 
particular, of the cities’ residential arcas. 

All the events of the war ard its grave developments 
should with good reason prompt the Iraqi regime to take 
note of the situation and to negotiate a ceas -fire as soon 
as possible on the basis of withdrawal from attacked and 
occupied Kuwait. 


An end w the armed conflict, a peaceful and just 
solution, and reepect for violated rights are the aims to 
which all civilized nations and all peoples of the world 
aspire. Any fanaticism anc. intransigence further 
obstructing a real possibility of peace would be unforgiv- 
able. 


An end to the war and the strengthening of UN authority 
would pave the way for the further possibility of 
resolving all the still painfully unsettled _s1ses and prob- 
lems in the region, starting with the Palestinian problem, 
in a context of internationally confirmed and guaranteed 
security and peace. Al such a critecal time—when Italian 
servicemen, too, who have the whole nation’s support, 
are deployed in the Guif—it is more than ever to be 
hoped that an effective and decisive political initiative 
can finally succeed. 


To that end, all the initiatives currently being attempted, 
both by countries that have declared their neutrality and 
by countries that, like the USSR, have supporte’ and 
still support the UN action and have helped to authorize 
recourse to the military option underway, deserve the 


utmost supper. 
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Silva Says Peace ‘in Saddam Husayn’s Hands’ 
LD2202205491 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] [Announcer] The Portuguese Government has 
responded to George Bush's statement on the Gulf 
situation. Prime Minister Cavaco Silva stated at a press 
conference thai peace is now in Saddam Husayn’s hands 
and that he must decide whether or not he wants wav. 
Cavaco Silva reiterated his support for the multinational 
force and stressed that this is Iraq's last chance to bring 


peace to its people. 


[Begin Cavaco Silva recording] At this moment Saddam 
Husayn has an opportunity to show visibly, clearly, and 
unequivocally that he wants to end the war by starting an 
immediate withdrawal from Kuwait. 


We believe that the message received last night from 
Moscow has positive aspects. li merits analysis by the 
UN Security Council. Only the UN Security Council can 
alter the stances the Council itself adopted. 


I repeat: It was Saddam Husayn who provoked this war. 
sO it is up to Saddam Husayn to end it by heeding now 
what he has failed to heed hitherto. [end recording] 


Greece's Mitsotakis, Silva Hold News Conference 


NC2202230891 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1900 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Talks between Greek Prime Minister Kon- 
standinos Mitsotakis and the Greek delegation members 
with Portuguese Prime Minister Cavaco Silva were con- 
cluded this evening. At 1900 Greek time, the two prime 
ministers heid a joint news conference in which they 
stressed that a very broad identity of viewpoints was 
ascertained, which allows their even closer cooperation. 


They emphasized that they had a broad and in-depth 
exchange of views on international problems, coopera- 
tion within the EC framework and bilateral issues. 


Of course, the Greek prime minister said: | exchanged 
views on the burning issue of the Gulf, which is at an 
especially critical stage. The EC twelve are following 
developments with special attention. Obviously, any 
solution presupposes the unconditional withdrawal of 
the occupation troops from Kuwait and respect for all 
UN resolutions. We agreed, Mitsotakis added, that inter- 
national legitimacy, which is expressed by UN resolu- 
tions, is indivisible, and therefore should be imple- 
mented is. all cases. The Cyprus problem, which has 
remained unsolved for many years, constitutes a major 
problem for Europe in the Mediterranean area. At this 
moment a community initiative on the Cyprus problem 
is under way, and Greece expects all partners to actively 
contribute to the initiative’s positive conclusion. We rely 
on the support of Portugal, which is facing a similar 
problem in Eastern Timor, and our position on this is 
well known. 
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On the great European issues like the political, economic 
and monetary union of the community, there has been a 
complete identity of views. There cannot be, the Greek 
Prime Minister continued, a political union without a 
common foreign policy which, in turn, is inconceivable 
for Greece without a defense dimension. Obviously the 
defense-security aspect within the political union should 
boost inter-Atlantic cooperation. The Western European 
Union, which is asked to become the defense arm of the 
political union, should accept within its ranks those 
member states of the community which so desire. This is 
a Greek demand that is supported by Portugal. 


Regarding the EC economic and monetary union, the 
two sides share the view that a monetary wnion cannot 
function effectively without the prior coinciding of the 
economies. The community's structural actions, in one 
word, cohesion, must be strengthened. We shall jointly 
work toward this goal. 


Continuing, the Greek Prime Minister said that special 
mention was made of regional problems. Our two coun- 
tries, he said, which lie at the periphery of the commu- 
nity, are facing, because of this fact, an inequality in the 
sector of competition with our partners. In order to blunt 
these consequences we agreed to coordinate our efforts 
in various ways like the promotion of an idea for the 
creation of inter-European networks which should not 
Only fill existing gaps but improve access by creating new 
networks. I briefed, Mitsotakis said, the Portuguese 
prime minister on the situation in the Balkans and on the 
special role Greece plays in this area as the link between 
the community and the Balkan countries. I listened with 
great attention to everything Cavaco Silva told me on 
relations with [word indistinct] countries. 


We agreed that on the basis of their special relations with 
various regions of the world, each member state can 
contribute to improved EC cooperation with these 
regions, and to better understanding. On the bilateral 
sector, we ascertained the need to accelerate negotiations 
for an agreement to avoid double taxation. We also 
agreed to further promote the planned rapprochement 
and business cooperation between our two countries. 


Finally, we agreed on the necessity of constant consulta- 
tion, mutual briefings, and coordination of our activities 
in order to address the multiple problems which are at 
times created in the field of textiles, a field that is so 
important for each of our countries. We agreed on 
cooperation in all fields, he said. After expressing his 
warm thanks for the very cordial and splendid hospi- 
tality accorded hin, by Portugal, the Greek prime min- 
ister said in conclusion: The hope | expressed when | 
arrived—that this visit would be a milestone in relations 
between the two countries—is now coming true, and this 
will be in the interests of the two peoples. 


Then, after expressing his happiness at welcoming the 
Greek prime minister in his country, Portuguese Prime 
Minister Cavaco Silva spoke about issues that were 
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discussed, like the war in the Gulf, bilateral relations. 
and other issues of international interest. /passage 
omitted] 


Speech Supports World Solidarity 
LD2202090891 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Cavaco Silva gave a banquet this 
evening in honor of Greek Prime Minister Konstanoinos 
Mitsotakis, who is on an official three-day visit to 
Portugal. 


In his banquet speech, Cavaco Silva said that the Guif 
conflict proves that the response of the international 
community to the invasion of Kuwait is the only guar- 
antee of the preservation of international peace and 
security. 


[begin Cavaco silva recording] The Gulf war bears ».i1- 
ness to the emergence of a (?multipolar) world, but also 
serves to prove that the response of the international 
community to the invasion of Kuwait is the only guar- 
antee of the future preservation of international peace 
and security. Having always expressed its solidarity with 
the multinational forces, Portugal believes that the solu- 
tion must be found in the full implementation of the UN 
Security Council resolutions, which are binding on the 
entire international community. 


Within the EC, and both at the political and economic 
levels, the responses to the post-war situation are already 
being prepared. Portugal's action with regard to the Gulf 
and the Middle East is geared to fit within the EC 
context, where not only our interests, but the priorities of 
the twelve EC member-countries, are duly safeguarded. 
{end recording} 


Prime Minister Cavaco Silva. 


For his part, “rime Minister Mitsotakis underlined the 
role that falls to Portugal and Greece in the EC and 
NATO, stressing that there is every reason for relations 
between the two countries to grow stronger. 


Pinheiro, Qian Disc:«s Gulf Situation, Macao 


LD2302011491 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] The foreign ministers of China and Portugal have 
expressed concern over the situation in the Gulf and 
devoted attention and analysis to all the means that 
might be conducive to peace and to the resolution of the 
Middle East's problems. 


Joao de Deus Pinheiro and Qian Qichen voiced confi- 
dence in the stability and development of Macao. Qian 
Qichen voiced unequivocal support for the construction 
of Macao airport, as Joao de Deus Pinheiro revealed: 
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[Begin Pinheiro recording] We have concluded that 
some lingering minor technical difficulties can be 
resolved by the technicians within a relatively short 
time. [end recording] 


This was the fourth meeting between the two ministers in 
less than four years. In future they will be seeking 
concrete ways to strengthen and broaden cooperation 
between the two countries. This wish was reiterated this 
evening by Joao de Deus Pinheiro at the dinner he gave 
at Necessidades Palace [Foreign Ministry] in honor of 
his Chinese opposite number. 


[Begin Pinheiro recording] Ihe relations between Por- 
tugal and China cannot fail to take into account what 
Macao represents to both of them, not only because it 
stands as an example of the good understanding between 
the two countries, but also because of the potential it 
lends to future cooperation. 


Having resolved the problem of the future of the terri- 
tory with dignity and honor through the Joint Declara- 
tion signed in 1987, our two countries have continued a 
friendly cooperation aimed at preserving stability and 
confidence in the territory and at accelerating its eco- 
nomic progress, thus creating the right conditions for the 
transfer of powers in 1999. 


lt is Portugal's wish that at the time of the transfer of 
powers Macao be a stable and prosperous territory, 
whose inhabitants—Portuguese, Chinese, or other—will 
be confident in the territory's institutions and future. 
[end recording] 


In his speech Qian Qichen spoke categorically of his 
conviction that, with joint endeavors, the relations of 
friendship and cooperation between China and Portugal 
will enjoy further room for development, with a bright 
future ahead. 


Qian Regrets Gulf Peace Failure 


LD2502034591 Lishon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[ Text] Speaking in Guimaraes [northern Portugal] today, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen expressed regret 
that efforts to restore peace in the Gulf have been to no 
avail. Qian Qichen said he hoped that a peaceful solution 
may be found soon and voiced regret over the victims 
the war 1s causing. 


Speaking of relations between Portugal and China, Qian 
Qichen forecast that they may be strengthened as soon as 
Portugal takes over the EC Presidency in 1992, stressing 
that our country might act as a bridge in relations 
between China and the EC 


Visits Northern Areas 
LD2502105791 Lishon International Service 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Text] Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen ended his 
visit to Portugal with a trip yesterday to the north of the 
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country. Portugal was the first stop in a long tour of West 
and East European countries. Today Qian Qichen will 
leave for Spain. Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary, Greece, and 
Malta will follow. in Lisbon the Chinese foreign minister 
met with the president of the republic, the prime min- 
ister, and other politicians, and was also received in the 
Assembly of the Republic. 


Medical Teams, Plane Provided for French in Gulf 


LD2502034191 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Text] The minister of defense has announced that the 
Portuguese Government has responded positively to a 
French request for assistance, having placed ai France's 
immediate disposal a Hercules C-130 plane and two 
medical teams to help in the eventual evacuation of 
wounded from Saudi Arabia to Paris. 


Communique: No Arms Sold to Iraq Since 1989 


LD2302060491 Lisbon Dometic Service in Portuguese 
2100 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] The Ministry of National Defense has issued a 
note stating that Portugal has exported no war equip- 
ment to Iraq since August !|°89. It further states that no 
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export licenses for war equipment bound for Iraq have 
been issued in the last four years, the final shipments 
having been sent under licenses issued more than four 


years ago. 


The communique, which also reiterates Portugual’s scru- 
pulous implementation of the UN embargo against Iraq. 
appeared in the wake of media reports on the sale of 
Portuguese defense equipment to Iraq. 


Communist Party Denounces Gulf Ground Offensive 


LD2502034291 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Text] The Central Committee of the Portuguese Com- 
munist Party has firmly condemned the ground offen- 
sive in the Gulf on the grounds that it was launched 
precisely at a time when conditions had finally been 
brought about for a ceasefire. and while negotiations 
were under way on the withdrawal of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 
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PRC Foreign Minister Arrives in Madrid 25 Feb 


LD2502142691 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1350 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Report by Hector Arenas from Madrid's Barajas Air- 
port] 


[Text] Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen said on his 
arrival in Madrid just a few minutes ago for an official 
visit that he regrets the ground war in the Gulf which, he 
said, will produce heavy human and material losses after 
the Chinese and international efforts to halt the conflict 
failed. 


The Chinese foreign minister was welcomed personally 
at the airport by his Spanish counterpart, Fernandez 
Ordonez, which indicates the importance that Spain 
accords to its political, commercial and industrial rela- 
tions with China which, according to Fernandez 
Ordonez, are excellent. For his part, Minister Qian 
Qichen spoke of very good relations between China and 
Spain, suggesting that Spain may realize its proposals to 
set up industries and increase trade. 


Felipe Gonzalez Says Iraqi Reply ‘Ambiguous’ 
PA2202151691 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1430 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] Madrid, 22 Feb (EFE)}—Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez today said the Iraqi reply to the Soviet 
peace plan is “very ambiguous” and he stressed that “the 
UN Security Council resolutions must be enforced.” 


In a news conference at the end of the Friday council of 
ministers, Felipe Gonzalez expressed hope that the 
Iraqis will make their response more precise and he 
praised the Soviet Union's “extraordinarily positive” 
effort for peace. 


“There is a ray of hope that might mean a step toward 
fulfillment of the Security Council resolutions, even 
though what we know is not sufficiently clear.” the 
Spanish prime minister added. 


Gonzalez underscored the need to maintain interna- 
tional unity on the Gulf conflict and he indicated that “it 
is essential thai it be the UN Security Council which 
takes the initiative.” 


Issues Statement 


L.D2202162891 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1342 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Opening statement by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
at a news conference at the Moncloa Palace in Madnd— 
live] 


[Text] In spite of the fact that, as you well know, the 
situation is extremely fluid, we have to be as cautious as 
possible in making an appraisal of the situation, and 
even more so in adopting a position. Nevertheless, | 
thought it important at this time, as I did last week, to 
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make a number of points on some of the information 
which we know, and also express our opinion on some of 
the information that is still not sufficiently clarified. 


First, as we have verified information on what the 
position of the Soviet Un.on has been, information 
verified during the course of the talks yesterday [with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh in Madrid] and in 
the message itself from President of the Soviet Union 
Gorbachev, I have to say that in the message, he explains 
with the utmost clarity what his proposal has been, and 
I must say that this proposal responds, in our opinion, to 
the resolutions of the Security Council, and seeks the 
application of the resolutions of the Security Council. In 
this respect it seems to us that the Gorbachev initiative 
iS an initiative of an extremely positive nature in trying 
to find a solution that spares the huge cost in human 
lives that has been been taking place and could take place 
10 an even greater extent. 


1 would just like to add at this point that each day the 
reality shows that the Iraqi position is a determining 
position in minimizing suffering in the conflict, and if 
there had been a move forward in the Iraqi position 
beforehand, this would all probably have been avoided. 


Second, up to now there has not been a precise knowl- 
edge of what the position may be between the Soviets 
and the Iraqis. A meeting has ended in Moscow during 
the course of the morning, but it seems that the talks are 
continuing, and it scems—it seems, | say—that they 
intend to present the conclusions from these talks to the 
Security Council. From what we have learned on this 
occasion, in the early hours of this morning, there are a 
number of vague points that naturally cause concern 
among the international coalition, which has viewed 
with a certain mistrust, a certain wariness, some of these 
vague points. | think everyone will understand or 
acknowledge that in this situation there are many 
exchanges of calls, and consultations in all directions. 
Yesterday and the day before yesterday we were able to 
verify this, and this morning we have been in contact 
with several—let us say, decision-making centers, in 
particular with Paris—and we have also received com- 
munication from the United States. | make this appraisal 
above all because | believe there is a ray of hope, and this 
time this path of hope could be serious. It could mean—I 
repeat, it could mean—a step in the acceptance of the 
United Nations resolutions, but up to now, as far as we 
know, it does not seem sufficiently clear, and until it is 
clear and there is an acceptance without doubt of a 
complete and unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait 
with a precise timetable, we cannot express a definitive 
position. 


| would also like to stress that I believe that it is essential 
to maintain the cohesion of the international coalition. 
The ministers at the WEU [Western European Union] 
mecting today have emphasized this aspect, and not only 
through the countries of the WEU and the European 
Community, which at the moment are circulating a joint 
declaration in which this point is also made clear. We 
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will maintain the cohesion of the international coalition, 
which I believe is the only hope—and has been previ- 
ously, and is at this moment—of being able to bring a 
speedy end to this conflict with the least possible cost. So 
we do not want a split to open up, or for there to be any 
danger of the breakup of a coalition that has produced 
extraordinary results. Those who have expressed some- 
what contradictory or foolish stances, calling at any time 
for a ceasefire, without any conditions, would probably 
have to reflect. 


I would like to add to this the fact that last night I spoke 
to a number of national political leaders, and | intend to 
continue to maintain these contacts, because the defini- 
tion of our position goes beyond the confines of the 
government itself, it is a definition embraced by a broad 
majority of parliament, and therefore we are going to 
continue to employ this practice of communication and 
dialogue to inform people of Spain's position. 


Finally, | would like to stress that we believe it is 
essential that the Security Council respond on the further 
points of detail that are needed in relation to what may 
be—because we do not yet know definitely—a proposal 
for a peaceful solution to the conflict. At the moment we 
know that there are a number of propositions— 
naturally, | am not going to describe them—on the part 
of the some UN and coalition forces regarding how— 
from the point of view of a timetable, a time period, and 
of the conditions, not preconditions—the withdcawal 
from Kuwait, and therefore the end of the conflict, will 
take place. We hope that all this takes shape over the 
next few hours, and if it is not possible over the next few 
hours, at least in the next two or three days. We hope that 
we are close to a peaceful solution. Having this hope does 
not mean that we are certain that it 1s going to happen. 
There are doubts, but without doubt a path has been 


opened. 


In summary, | would say that the Soviet efforts seems to 
us to be positive. From what we know directly from the 
Soviet Union of its proposals, they are perfectly in 
accordance with the substantive content of the UN 
resolutions. The Iragi response still seems somewhat 
ambiguous, and has a number of vague points which 
could create a climate of mistrust, making it impossible 
to halt the development of events at this moment and 
look for an alternative way. We hope, therefore, that 
their response can be made more precise. 


Third, the cohesion of the international coalition has to 
be maintained. 


Fourth, we are going to maintain our contacts with the 
political forces in Spain so that the definition of our 
position continues to be a shared definition. 


And Fifth, we believe that it is very important that it is 
the Security Council, which in fact has taken all the 
resolutions up to now, that defines the position, which ts 
important for the international community. 
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Political Leaders React to Soviet Gulf Mediation 


LD2302154991 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2300 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Spanish political leaders have reacted favorably, 
although with different nuances, to the Soviet mediation 
in the international conflict. Mamem del Cerro reports 
On these responses: 


[Begin recording} [Del Cerro] The Socialist Party [PSOE] 
has assessed very positively the efforts deployed by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to get Iraq to accept 
the fulfilment of the UN resolutions. In a communique, 
the PSOE says that the Moscow-Baghdad talks allow 
hope to be cherished for a political solution to conflict. 


On his part, the president of the Popular Party, Jose 
Maria Aznar, insists on the need, more than ever, not to 
weaken the international coalition and the Spanish par- 
liamentary cohesion. 


[Aznar] The solidity of the international cohesion is very 
important, as is maintaining the stability of the parlia- 
mentary cohesion in our country. In no case, under no 
circumstances, must this cohesion be put at risk. 


[Del Cerro] In the United Left, there is regret that Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez has not expressed explicii 
support for the Soviet peace plan. There is also criticism 
of the ultimatum given by the U.S. President to Iraq to 
begin his withdrawal on 23 February. Julio Anguita had 
these comments: 


[Anguita] It is not acceptable in law or in strict democ- 
racy for President Bush to give anyone deadlines. Who is 
he to give anyone deadlines, once Saddam Husayn has 
already accepted resolution 660? In short, I think it ts 
clear to everyone that this operation has been mounted 
in pursuit of a very clear objective on the part of the 
United States—to destroy Iraq's military power, Icaving 
intact Israel's nuclear power and hence hegemony in the 


region. 


{Del Cerro] The Democratic and Social Center considers 
the Gorbachev plan a step forward in favor of peace, 
although for the centrists the plan ought to be completed 
by some specific points concerning Iraq's unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait or the explicit recognition of 
the sovereignty of this people. [end recording] 


Ministers Support U.S. Demands of Iraq 


PA2202190691 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1750 GMT 
2 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, 22 Feb (EFE)}—Spain supports the U.S. 
decision to ask Iraq to be precise and give a “clear and 
Straight” reply regarding its withdrawal owing “to the 
scant credibility of Iraqi President” Saddam Husyan, 
Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez-Ordonez 
and Defense Minister Narcis Serra i Serra said today. 


At the conclusion of the extraordinary Council of Min- 
isters of the Western European Union (WEU) held today 
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in Paris, Fernandez-Ordonez said that the attitude of 
Saddam Husayn stems “not from our weakness but from 
our dete’mination and strength.” “Time is running out,” 
indicated the Spanish minister, who believed “it seems 
logical to ask for guarantees” from Iraq on its intentions, 
and stressed it is necessary to be precise on certain 
questions the WEU deemed confusing. 


There are “problems regarding the return of prisoners, 
the deadlines, how, when, and in what way, and on 
guarantees, considering the scant credibility” of the Iraqi 
leader, Fernandez-Orodonez remarked, recalling 
Saddam Husayn’s speech on Thursday, 2! February. 


U.S. President George Bush “has chosen to ask for 
positions to be clarified in the most most specific 
manner, ™ the foreign minister remarked. He noted Iraq 
must “straightly and clearly” say whether or not it ts 
going to withdraw from Kuwait. According to Fernan- 
dez-Ordonez, the idea is to prevent Husayn from con- 
tinuing “a game that obviously aims at gaining time.” 


In addition, Defense Minister Serra i Serra, who also 
attended the meeting, agreed that “the time for negotia- 
tion has run out.” 


“In any case, the advantages of ending the war are so 
clear that the Spanish Government, as everybody, sup- 
ports formulas that will lead us to a prompt end to this 
conflict, so long as the UN resolutions are kept,” he 
noted. 


Mini Crisis Cabinet Follows Gulf Events 23 Feb 


LD2302200591 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1900 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] The [Gulf] conflict is followed attentively in 
Spain. The mini crisis cabinet has been meeting since 
early this afternoon. Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, 
the foreign and defense ministers, and the minister- 
spokeswoman have been analyzing the situation fol- 
lowing the expiry of the deadline given by the United 
States to Iraq to begin the withdrawal from Kuwait. 


We have been able to learn thai in principle the mini 
crisis cabinet was meeting until the session of the UN 
Security Council studying developments in the Gulf 
behind closed doors ended. This morning the members 
of the mini cabinet had many diplomatic contacts, and 
they stress that the government notes that a possible 
peaceful solution of the conflict is solely in the hands of 
Saddam Husayn. They also stress the need to maintain 
the cohesion of the international coalition after the 
expiry of the deadline given by the United States to Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait. 


Mini Crisis Cabinet Covenes 24 Feb; No Details 


LD2402134291 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1200 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] In our country the mini crisis cabinet met at just 
after 1200 [1100 GMT]. Its members are Prime Minister 
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Felipe Gonzalez, the foreign and defense ministers, and 
the government spokeswoman. 


This morning U.S. Secretary of State James Baker was in 
touch with the foreign minister. Baker informed Fernan- 
dez-Ordonez about the beginning of the land offensive. 
The two leaders talked about the arrangements worked 
out in Our country to receive wounded from the front. 


Supportive Communique Issued 
LD240214149i Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1300 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] The Spanish Government released a communique 
just a few minutes ago. The communique says: 


The Spanish Government has followed closely the events 
of the last few days and has worked with all the means 
available to it, in conjunction with friendly countries and 
international organizations, to try to end the conflict 
started by Iraq with the invasion of Kuwait. With the 
results of yesterday's meeting of the Security Council 
known, the government regrets that Iraq has not pre- 
sented any formal proposal signifying an immediate, 
total, and unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait, ful- 
filling all the resolutions of the Security Council and 
thereby avoiding greater sacrifice of human life. 


The Spanish Government has been informed of the 
continuation of the military action undertaken by the 
allies in fulfiliment of Resolution 678 of the Security 
Council in order to get the Iraqi forces to leave Kuwait. 
In these decisive moments, the government expresses, 
like the countries of the European Community, its com- 
plete support for the international coalition and hopes 
that this phase of the military action will end as rapidly 
as possible and with the least number of casualties and 
damage. 


The mini crisis cabinet is still meeting now at Moncloa 
Palace. 


EC Communique Reported 
LD2402160591 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1400 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] The Diplomatic Information Office [of the 
Spanish Foreign Ministry] has released a communique 
agreed upon by the 12 member states of the European 
Community, saying that the community countries are on 
the side of the allied forces. The full text of the commu- 
nique follows: 


The community and its member-states profoundly regret 
that Iraq has not responded positively to the multina- 
tional coalition’s call for an immediate and uncondi- 
tional withdrawal from Kuwait, in accordance with the 
resolutions of the UN Security Council. In these grave 
moments, the community and its member-states are on 
the side of the coalition forces. 
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Madrid Group Sponsors Antiwar Demonstration 


LD2402133291 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1200 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] Right now peace organizations and groups are 
demonstrating in various towns in the country. The 
demonstrations were called before the land offensive 
started. Pedro Mata Moron is at the demonstration 
taking place in Madrid, which is expected to be the 
biggest. Good afternoon. 


[Moron] Good afternoon. The demonstration against the 
war, for peace in the Persian Gulf and in support of the 
Soviet plan, called by the Platform for Peace, has been 
underway for an hour. It is taking place without incident 
and, as is now usual, in a festive atmosphere. This is the 
second time in a month that this recently created orga- 
nization has called citizens out to the same place and 
along the same route: from the Plaza de Cibeles to Puerta 
del Sol. 


The Platform for Peace is made up of political parties. 
trade unions, residents’ associations, and peace groups 
reiterating their stance on the war and against Spanish 
logistical support for the multinational forces. 


The march, with several thousand people taking part, is 
headed by a placard with the slogan “No to the war— 
Platform against the war,” carried by the leaders of 
United Left, Julio Anguita, workers’ commissions, 
Antonio Gutierrez, the General Workers’ Union, 
Nicolas Redondo, and other tigures representing other 
groups. The march is about to enc Slogans heard before 
at other demonstrations can be heard again, such as 
“NATO - No! Bases Out!” “We were right to say no™ [to 
Spain's membership of NATO], or “We want Bush 
under a shell.” As we said, the General Workers’ Union 
commissions have supported the march: the secretary 
general of the communist trade union, Antonio Gutier- 
rez, believes that with the land offensive against Iraq the 
hopes of achieving peace have ended. 


Barcelona Protest Reported 


LD2402162991 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1500 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] A demonstration has taken place in Barcelona, in 
which 25,000 people formed a human chain for peace. 
Olga Rodriguez reports from Barcelona: 


[Begin Rodriguez recording] No To the War was chanted 
by 30,000 people who, according to the organizers, 
formed a human chain about 20 kilometers long linking 
various districts of Barcelona to represent the interna- 
tional peace symbol. According to the city police, some 
7,500 people finally gathered early this afternoon in the 
central Plaza de Catalunya where they read a manifesto 
for peace. The demonstrators, called out by the Cam- 
paign Against the War, expressed their opposition to the 
Gulf war more than ever today now that the land 
offensive has started. The pacifists insist that war is not 
the only way out of the crisis. [end recording] 
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‘Pragmatic’ Libyans Seek Mere Spanish Business 
PM2502101791 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 
in Spanish 18 Feb 91 p 11 


[Alberto Miguez report: “Al-Qadhdhafi Calls For Better 
Relations With Spain™} 

[Text] Tunis—Leader of the Libyan revolution Mu'am- 
mar al-Qadhdhafi yesterday chided Spanish Foreign 
Minister Fernandez-Ordoncz for the “low level” of rela- 
tions with Spain and requested his assistance to induce 
Spanish businessmen to return to his country— 
undoubtedly the most buoyant cconomically in the 
Maghreb. 


Al-Qadhdhafi received Fernandez-Ordonez in Benghazi, 
600 km from the capital, Tripoli, where the Spanish 
minister arrived from Algiers in the morning. 


It is the first time since 1972 that a Spanish forcign 
minister has visited the Libyan “Jamahiriyah” and, 
although this fourth leg of Fernandez-Ordonez’ Maghreb 
tour was regarded merely as a formality, according to 
Spanisn diplomatic sources it could become the starting 
point for a new kind of relationship between Libya and 


Spain. 


Greater Flexibility 


The Tripoli and Madrid governments have drawn apart 
over the past few years for political and, primarily. 
economic reasons. The Libyans apparently now wish to 
start afresh. 


Ordonez and his Libyan counterpart, Ibrahim al-Bishari, 
conversed in Tripoli throughout the morning. The 
Spanish delegation found the Libyans more pragmatic 
and flexible than expected. For instance, they do not link 
the resolution of the Palestinian problem to withdrawal 
from Kuwait, and they also believe that “without a 
withdrawal by Saddam Husayn, there will be no solution 
to the crisis.” 


Al-Qadhdhafi spoke in similar terms during his meeting 
with Fernandez-Ordonez in Benghazi. Both the “leader™ 
and Minister al-Bishari thanked the Spanish politician 
for his support in the EC for lifting the economic and 
military sanctions—especially on arms sales—which 
have weighed on Libya for years. Fernandez-Ordonez 
even promised to raise the issue again tomorrow at the 
meeting which the EC foreign ministers will be holding 
in Luxembourg. 


The institutionalization of the Southern Europe- 
Maghreb Conference, better known as the four-plus-five 
group, was analyzed and discussed. Al-Qadhdhafi told 
Fernandez-Ordonez that Spain should continue to pro- 
mote this project, which is crucial for the “morning 
after” the conflict, and that it henceforth has Libya's 
unconditional support for this. 


The most important matter was undoubtedly that of 
bilateral relations. The nonpayment of Libyan debts to 
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Al-Qadhdhafi wants bilateral relations to be strength- 
ened, the Spanish businessmen to return to his country, 
and Gonzalez to visit Libya officially once the Gulf war 
is over. Yesterday he reiterated this invitation to Fernan- 
dez-Ordonez for him to pass on and expressed his desire 
to go to Spain, which he has visited somewhat stealthily 
on several occasions. 


The mecting between Fernandez-Ordonez and Pales- 
tinian leader Yasir ‘Arafat scheduled for today may not 
take place. “Arafat is in Moscow and will return to Tunis 
only tonight, when Ordonez should be already en route 
to Luxembourg. 
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Nordic Officials See Hope in Soviet Peace Plan 


LD2202132491 Stockholm International Service 
in English 1230 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Turning to the Nordic countries, Norway says it's 
positive that Iraq now seems willing to pull out of 
Kuwait; however, Foreign Minister Thorvald Stolten- 
berg has told the national news agency that only further 
developments will show if there is now a basis for peace. 


Finnish Foreign Minisier Pertti Paasio says there 1s now 
a real possibility for the first time in the Gulf war for 
peace and the liberation of Kuwait. 


Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson says the Iraqi 
response to the Soviet peace proposal is cause for hope. 
and Swedish Foreign Minister Sten Andersson says the 
new Iraqi position is an important step in the right 
direction. says the new Iraqi position is an 
important step in the night direction. Andersson adds, 
however, that it's unclear if the Iraqi response means an 
unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait. The Swedish 
Government believes the United Nations Security 
Council must quickly determine whether its resolutions 
have been met. 


Sweden is prepared to monitor an Iraq: withdrawal from 
Kuwait should the United Nations make a request. The 
head of the Swedish Defense Staffs United Nations 
section says it might take several weeks to send regula: 
contingents involving hundreds of soldiers. The Swedish 
observers could be sent to ihe Gulf much faster. 


Denmark 


Schluter on Financial Contribution to Gulf Effort 


PM 2402151191 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 20 Feb 91 p $ 


[Per Lyngby report: “Schluter Wants To Make a Bigger 
Contribution to the Gulf”] 


ext] The contribution of 100 million kroner to the 
itish effort in the war in the Gulf can only be viewed as 
the first installment of the total sum Denmark will pay. 


This is the prediction of Prime Minister Poul Schiuter 
(Conservative). He expects Denmark to pay more once 
the allies’ operations in the Gulf are over. 


“We will receive more bills. And | think this is only 
natural. In the light of the UN resolutions there are at 
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present a number of nations which are putting body and 
wallet into the Gulf. The least we can do 1s pay a decent 
part of the total firancial bill,” Poul Schluter said. 


As acting foreign minister he yesterday signed a docu- 
ment for submission to the Folketing Finance Com- 
mittee. In the document the government requests autho- 
rization to pay a contribution of 90 million kroner 
toward the British war expenses in the Gulf. 


The money is to be used for humanitarian purposes— 
thai is, the treatment in British hospitals of the war's 
victims. However, in reality the Danish contribution 
totals 100 million kroner, because Denmark 1s also 
making available a special a‘rcraft for those patients who 
will be transported from the Middle East. 


The prime minister “would like to see more financial 
support from Denmark,” but he admitted that “at the 
present time there is not ike support for this in the 
Folketing.” 


He said that Denmark and “a long list of other wealthy 
countries will find themselves in the spothght™ when i 
comes to sharing the cost of the war. And Schluter also 
said that Denmark has already offered to send a peace- 
keeping force to the Middle East after the war. 


Poll Shows Strong Backing for Continued Offensive 


PM 2402150791 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 19 Feb 91 p 4 


[Unattributed report: “Majority Say War Should Go On™] 


[Text] A very large majority, some three quarters of 
voters, think thai the technical diplomatic maneuvers by 
Iraq should not result in a halt to the allies’ offensive. On 
the contrary, it should continue until Iraq has with- 
drawn. This is clear from a poll carried out by the Gallup 
Institute at the weekend in the light of the announcement 
by Baghdad of a possible withdrawal. A representative 
sample of around 700 people was asked the following 
question by telephone. 


“Have you heard that Iraq has announced that it would be 
willing to withdraw from Kuwait on certain conditions” 


“In the light of this do you think that the allies should 
stop all hostilities immediately or continue them until 
Iraq has withdrawn unconditionally”” 


All most all those questioned (93 percent) had heard about 
the announcement from Baghdad and the following table 
shows the responses to the second question divided up 
according to the political affiliation of those questioned: 

















Total To the nght of the Social Social Democrats To the left of the Social 
Democrats Democrats 
Should stop 1 Cy 16 27 
Should continue $s a4 ” 67 
Don't know 4 10 i! 6 
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As is clear from the poll, people did not allow themselves 
to be influenced by the “peace feeler™ but reacted in 
agreement with the U.S. President. Three out of four 
voters think that the war should continue unabated until 
Iraq has withdrawn from Kuwait. And on this there is 


general agreement from right to left. 
Finland 


* Minister Cautious on Military Reserve Training 
9IENO2S50A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 23 Jan 91 p 6 


[Article: “The Army Ponders the Provision of Military 
Training in Reserve Organizations”) 

[Text] The Armed Forces are considering the possibility 
of organizing military training in cooperation with 
reserve officer organizations. A joint working group of 
the General Staff and the organizations to study the 
matter will begin its work im the near future. 


The use of reservists as trainers in military refresher 
training exercises has already been tried. Now the possi- 
bilities of also providing military training in the associ- 
ations of noncommissioned and commissioned officers 
1s being studied. 

Providing military training in the organization became 
possible last fall, when the government led by President 
Mauno Koivisto declared that 10 clauses of the Paris 
Peace Treaty had become obsolete. 


Among the clauses canceled by the Finnish announce- 
ment was Article 15, according to which “persons who 
are not members of the ground forces, the Navy, or the 
Air Force shall not receive any kind of ground, sea, or air 
military train‘ng (specified in the annex).” 


“No New Civil Guards” 


On the basis of the peace treaty, Finland's civil guards, 
among other things, were discontinued. In Sweden and 
the United States, for example, volunteer organizations 
have close connections with the military establishment. 


The head of the General Staffs Training Division. 
Colonel Ilkka Iimola, affirmed that the forces 
would not revive the civil guards. 


“Our old system is history, and we are not secking 
anything like that,” limola said. “In what way we can 
assist the organizations is another matter, and we are 
certainly interested in this. One must just keep in mind 
that we do not have a lot of possibilities from the 
standpoint of resources.’ The deputy speaker of Parlia- 
ment and chairman of the Association of Reserve Non- 
commissioned Officers Mikko Pesala (Center Party) 
offered the Army trainers from the members of the 
association to alleviate the manpower problem already 
last June. At the association's annual mecting last 
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November, he proposed preparations for training coop- 
eration. Pesala’s view is clear: “Men from the organiza- 
tions and equipment from the Armed Forces.” 


likka Iimola takes a more cautious position on training. 


“If we are talking about combat equipment, ammuni- 
tion, and weapons, then they must always be controlled 
and owned by the Armed Forces.” Iimola said. “And, if 
they are used in training. then certainly it must be 
training provided by the Armed Forces themselves.” 


Training provided by the organizations would continue 
to be in things like map exercises, according to |/mola. 
“One can, however, include military instruction a! ir 
functions if it is provided by a soldier [reservist] acting #5 
a civil government official. 


According to Iimola, the duties of the defense organiza- 
tions are being considered at the same time that the whole 
training setup and organization of the Armed Forces are 
being changed. The reform is supposed to be completed in 
1994. Reserve organizations may be offered duties that the 
military districts being abolished now handle. 


Rehan Does Not Consider It Necessary 


Defense Minister Elisabeth Rehn (Swedish People's 
Party), who visited the Tolo district of Helsinki on 
Tuesday as a guest of the defense organizations, chose 
her words carefully. She did not consider making the 
Organizations a part of military operations to be “neces- 
sary in any way.” 


“The organizations’ present forms of activity are good 
and necessary, and, of course, new forms of activity will 
be sought. The present defense organization based on 
compulsory military training. however, is excellent,” 
Rehn noted. 


The funds the reserve organizations receive from the 
government have increased somewhat recently. Support 
for commerce and industry, on the other hand, has fallen 
somewhat. Most of the reserve organizations’ funds 
come from membership dues. 


Al present, the Reserve Noncommissioned Officers 
Association and the Finnish Reserve Officers Associa- 
tion have over 60,000 members. The proportion of 


young people has grown noticeably in the last few years, 
along with the general positive attitude toward defense. 


Norway 


* Equipment, Technical Aid ‘or Lithuania Viewed 


9/ENO266A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
2 Feb 91 p 10 


[Article by Hans-Petter Fagerli: “Conservative Party 
Wishes To Send Assistance to Lithuania”—first para- 
graph is AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 
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{Text} The Conservative Party will take the initiative in 
getting technical equipment sent to Lithu: nia, declared 
party leader Jan P. Syse during openin:, remarks yes- 
terday at the Oslo Conservatives’ yearl: mecting taking 
place at the SAS Hotel. He strongly criticized the Brundt- 
land government for its lack of response and mere “lip 
service” assistance in the Soviet crisis. 

“We think a ship should be sent with, among other 
things, printing equipment, technical equipment for 
radio and television communication, and paper for 
newspaper production, in order to assure the public 
accurate information on current developments. Accurate 
information is a crucial element of freedom,” said Syse. 
He believed that recent events in the Baltic, in particular, 
showed how important it is to assure access to informa- 
tion both from the outside world and internally within 
the Baltic states. 


Concrete Measures 


“We see how the EC has shown a political readiness and 
ability to influence developments in the Sovict Union 
through strong pressure tactics. Here in Norway, it is 
merely words,” said Syse. He said that the Conservative 
Party had suggested to the government concrete mea- 
sures concerning the Baltic countries, as for example, the 
establishment of an information office in Norway, but 
had received no answer. 


Storting Representative Byorn Tore Godal (Labor Party). 
chairman of the International Commitiec, rejected the 
criticism from the Conservative Party as being without 
foundation. 


“Norway is way out in front when it comes to demon- 
strating political support for the Baltic countries. As to the 
question of information offices they were established long 
ago. Concerning the idea of sending an assistance ship, | 
know too little about it to say anything except that | can 
support the idea in principle,” said Godal. 

Lithuania's unofficial ambassador in Norway, Leon 
Bodd, an attorney, is very happy for the friendship 
gesture from the Conservatives. 


“The proposal to send a ship with equipment for main- 
taining Communications is especially appropriate just 
now. Today | was contacted by someone who wished to 
donate a printing press worth 100,000 kroner to a private 
printing establishment in Lithuania. Sweden 1s sending a 
ship with agricultural machines. That would be a very 
important and true gesture of friendship,” said Bodd. 


New Leader Decided 


It was not stated from the podium yesterday, but Oslo 
Conservatives want Kaci Kullmann Five as leader of the 
Conservative Party after Jan P. Syse. 
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“We had two candidates, but after Arne Skauge said no 
thank you, the choice, in reality, was made.” was the 
word in the corridors. Few, if any, disputed that Kaci 
Kulimann Five's abilities and qualifications made her 
the right leader for the Conservative Party. 


* Meeting for Data Exchange on Soviet Sub Wreck 
9'ENO0266B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
28 Jan 91 p 7 


{Article by Harald Brynildsen: “Norway Wants Details 
on Atomic Submarine”—first paragraph ts AFTEN- 
POSTEN introduction} 


[Text] Russian, Dutch, and Norwegian experis will meet 
shortly in Oslo to consider safety measures for a possible 
raising of the sunken atomic submarine in the Norwe- 
gian Sea. Norwegian officials asked for the mecting, and 
want an analysis of the risk factors. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs received notification on 
Friday that the Soviets would be happy to come to Oslo 
to discuss details of a planned raising of the Komsomo- 
lets. The word came from Director Igor Spassky of the 
Leningrad concern, Neptun, which has contact with a 
Dutch consortium concerning the raising. Spassky 1s a 
member of the Soviet Academy of Science and of the 
Soviet's Supreme Commission on Defense and National 
Security. He will meet with, among others, Holland's 
professor Hugo van Dam, who has written a report on 
the submar-ne. 


An informal Norwegian group appointed by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs consists of members from the 
National Institute for Radiation Safety, the National 
Atomic Supervisory Board, the Defense Research Insti- 
tute, and others. The group will advise the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on the matter. 


Analysis of the safety factors involved in the raising 
requires detailed knowledge of the vessel's construction. 
as well as of the atomic reactor on board. The Norwe- 
gians expeci detailed information on the military vessel 
which was the only onc of its class, designated as “Mike” 
by NATO. Norway has no real legal entitlement to such 
information, since the vessel is lying in international 
waters. But the information could have significance for a 
final decision in the matter, because Norwegian caperts 
and officials are skeptical about the raising. In a more 
open Soviet society, opposition to the project might have 
been raised there also. 


The Komsomolets sank after a fire on board in April 
1989 with the loss of many lives. The vessel lies 1,685 
meters deep, approximately half way between Byornoya 
{Bear Island] and the mainland. Besides the atomic 
reactor, the submarine has two torpedoes with nucicar 
warheads on board. 
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Denktas Notes World Relief Ground War Not Begun 


7TA2202125591 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has declared that the fact 
that a possibility—even though it may be slight—for 
peace in the Gulf has emerged in the wake of the 
initiative of Soviet President Gorbachev and the fact 
that a ground war has not yet begun bring a certain 
amount of relief for the world. 


In his news conference today, Denktas remarked that the 
acceptability of the Soviet proposal is still being debated, 
adding: One thing, however, has become clear. The 
ground war, which may begin today or tomorrow and 
which will cost the lives of thousands of youths, has been 
put off until the conclusion of these talks. This is 
something positive for everyone who favors peace from 
a humanitarian aspect. 


Noting that Saddam Husayn has agreed to withdraw 
from Kuwait, Denktas said: Had he accepted it from the 
beginning rather than now, his country would not have 
been subjected to so much destruction and so many 
people would not have been killed. 


Denktas expressed the hope that the negotiations, which 
have already been launched, will be expanded: thai peace 
will be established in the region before the ground war 
begins, and that people wi!l not be killed. 


Comments on New York Talks 


142202143891 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has again called on the 
Greek Cypriot side to openly declare whether or not it 
accepts the equality and partnership rights of the 
Turkish Cypriot side and Turkey's effective guarantec. 
in his weekly news conference today, Denktas noted that 
the Greek Cypriot side asked the Turkish Cypriots to 
accept UN Security Council Resolution No. 649, adding: 
We announced that we accepted that resolution on the 
day it was approved. We also emphasized that in subse- 
quent letiers to the secretary general. We are exerting 
efforts to assist the secreta’y general. Therefore, we find 
it difficult to understand the Greek Cypriot leaders’ 
worry about that subject. 


In response to a reporter's question about the contacts in 
New York by Korkmaz Hafta of the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry and Mumtaz Soysal, the president's constitu- 
sonal adviser, Denktas said: We are trying to assist the 
UN secretary general within the principles we men- 
tioned. We are saying what can be done because we are 
in favor of an agreement in line with Resolution 649. 
Everything we have declared so far is in front of them. 
We are also conducting some joint work. The issues of 
who can give what, where. and how much are being 
discussed. 
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The president announced that the contacts previously 
started between Osman Eriug. the New York represen- 
tative of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, and 
UN officials are also continuing. He noted that two 
parallel lines of contacts are being pursued, adding that 1 
is out of the question for Turkey to conduct talks that are 
binding on the Turkish Cypriots. Dehktas said: They are 
assessing Our initiatives. They are jointly exploring the 
extent of the possible harmony between us. They are 
engaged in work aimed al resuming the intercommunal 
talks, which were broken off as a result of the Greek 
Cypriot application for EC membership. 


Replying to a question, Denktas revealed that the 
Turkish Cypriot side has been assured that the EC will 
noi undertake a new step regarding the Greek Cypriot 
application for membership. Denktas noted that the 
Turkish Cypriot side, which claimed that the EC cannot 
make a new decision on the subject or discuss it unless 
there is peace and the two sides unite, has been given 
assurances about the rssuc. 


Denktas said that the UN secretary general has also said 
that the subject can be processed if the two sides decide 
on it. If both sides do not decide, then it cannot work. 
Therefore, the subject must also be included in the 
agenda of the intercommunal talks. Denktas remarked 
that the Turkish Cypriot side agreed with that stand. The 
president declared that the Greek Cypriot application to 
the EC is no longer viewed as a threat, but if the Greek 
Cypriots, who have consistently been trying to turn the 
problem in their favor for the past 10 years, undertake a 
new move, then the Turkish Cypriot side will reassess 
the situation. 


On Differing UN Reactions 


742302150591 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the Turkish 
Cypriots—whose equality has now been accepted by the 
UN Security Counci!—have been treated unjustly for the 
past 27 years. He reiterated that unless the two peoples 
are treated equally, there will noi be peace in Cyprus. 
That truth must be explained to the world, Denktas said, 
adding that the United Nations should not admit coun- 
tries that oppress their neighbors and their people and 
ignore human rights as members of the United Nations. 
He recalled that when the Greck Cypriots tned to 
climinate the Turkish Cypriots’ partnership nghts, the 
United Nations managed to ignore the root of the 
probiem somchow and subsequently recognized the 
Greek Cypriot administration as the legitimate govern- 
ment of Cyprus. 


As for the reaction of the United Nations to Iraq for 
occupying Kuwait, Denktas said, it is because of the oil 
in the region. He was speaking al a dinner organized by 
a club at Saray Hotel last night. 


Commenting on the comparison between Cyprus and 
Kuwait, Denktas said that in Kuwait, Iraq was the 
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aggressor, while in Cyprus it was the Greek Cypriots who 
attacked the Turkish Cypriots. The president said’ The 
United Nations reaction to Iraq for occupying Kuwait 1s 
neither for the sake of Kuwait, nor because Iraq 1s very 
bad. It is because there is oil in the region. It 1s to ensure 
that the oil does not get into other hands, that such a 
dictator does not get hold of the oil. 


The president pointed out that if the UN principles were 
really implemented, countnes that oppress their neigh- 
bors and their people and that ignore human nights 
should not be admitted as UN members. Howeves, he 
said, that is not the case in practice. With the initiative of 
the two great countries, principles are ignored, and 
compromises are found to resolve probiems. 


Denktas recalled that in the past when Makarios tried to 
climinate the cofounding partners of the Cyprus State. 
the UN Security Council failed to implement is princ- 
pies, found a compromise solution, and ignored the root 
of the problem. So long as the Greek Cypriot adminis- 
tration 1s recognized as the legitimate government of 
Cyprus, it will not want peace, Denktas sand, adding: It 1s 
high un.> the world realized that 


Denktas said: If the UN principles are valid, and if you, 
the great countries, are really in favor of justice, 
humanity, and human rights, then you must not consider 
one of the two equal peoples as the legitimate ( yprus 
government and give it the right to consider the other as 
a minority and to colonize it. You must stop this 
27-year-old injustice. Otherwise, we cannot have a fed. 
eration, or a confederation, or peace. We musi explain 
that to the world. 


Eroglu Calls for Early End to Gulf War 


TA2502140491 (Clandestine) Bavrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu has cxpressed 
his wish for an carly end to the Gulf war and for the 
warring parties to suffer as few losses as possible until 
peace 1s achieved. 


Speaking at a news conference today. Erogiu assessed the 
recent developments in the Gulf war. Pointing out that 
an issuc that could have been solved peacefully had been 
transformed into a ground war, he said that the libera- 
tion of Kuwait from iraq and ending the war quickly. 
which has affected the entire world, will be beneficial for 
all. He expressed his opposition to the occupation of Iraq 
and the violaion of its territorial integrity 
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Stressing that the Turkish Cypriots regret the continua- 
uion of the Gulf war, Eroglu said that the cffects of the 
war will continue even after it ends, as a new oil shock 15 
to be expected. [passage omitted] 


Shipping Venture Agreement Signed With Soviets 
NC2302168491 Nicosia CYPRUS MAI, in English 
23 Feb Vi ps 


[Text] Cypriot and Soviet shipping companies signed a 
joint venture agreement which involves marine-related 
activities, Construction, invesiment and services. The 
Cyprus company Hanscatic Shipping Lid. and the Mos- 
cow-based Vao Sovbunker have had contractual rela- 
tions for almost two years before reaching the agreement. 


The new company was sect up under the namc Hansesov 
Enterprises (Cyprus) Lid. and the parties in the joint 
venture are cqua! sharcholders. Hanseatic was the first 
shipping management company in Cyprus and also the 
first company worldwide to engage Soviet crews on 
foreign flag vessels. The joint venture is the first of its 
kind involving an offshore company and a Soviet entity 
in Cyprus. The objective of the joint venture is to add 
more vessels to the cxrsting three managed by Hanseatic 
and manned by Soviets, a company spokesman said. 


Zinon Katsourndhis, adviser to the President on mari- 
tome affairs told CNA [Cyprus News Agency], this latest 
addition to Cyprus shipping “reaffirms the belief that 
Cyprus ss the ideal country because the quality of the 
services it offers can satisfy even the most demanding 
shipowner.” He added that since the beginning of the 
year two foreign ship management companies decided to 
open offices in Cyprus. 


The Geneva-based conglomerate Accomarit which man- 
ages a fleet of over 100 ships announced earlier in 
February it would open an office in the coastal town of 
Limassol. V-ships, a Monaco-based ship management 
company which manages about 140 ships also 
announced this month it would open a Cyprus office. 


Cyprus has the fastest growing shipping register in the 
world numbering 2,200 ships. This places the register in 
the seventh position internationally in terms of gross 
tonnage which totals 19.6 million. 


Katsourndhis said there were about 75 international 
( yprus-based ship management companies. In January 
alone 22 ships, with a gross tonnage of 465,000 were 
registered under the Cyprus flag. “Cyprus is rapidly 
becoming one of the largest and most important shipping 
centres in the world,” Katsouridhis said. 
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Ankara TV Reports Dismissal of Defense Minister 


TA2202152091 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1505 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] National Defense Minister Husnu Dogan has 
announced that he has been dismissed from office. In a 
written statement, Dogan declared that Prime Minister 
Yildirim Akbulut called on the telephone around 1330 
and informed him that he has been dismissed from the 
duty of defense minister. 


According to the Constitution, a minister can be 
camped eanellies biieedentin bead of Gn pete 
minister and the approval of the president. 


Farther Details Reported 


TA2202154291 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1525 GMT 22 Feb 91 


ext] Ankers (ANATC .A}—Defensc Minister Husnu 
was on Friday dismrssed from office at the order 
of President Turgut Ozal. apparently over a rift in 
domestic politics. 
Dogan, a nephew of Ozal, became defense minister only 
four months ago. 
Dogan told reporters that Prime Minister Yildirim 
Akbulut called bin earlier in the day. saying he had been 
dismissed from office. 


Sources said Dogar... 46, was dismissed because of dis- 


agreements with Ozal over an attempt by the president's 
wife Semra to launch a political career of her own. 


Dogan has openly criticized Mrs. Ozal for her decision to 
stand as a candidate in the clection for the ruling 
Motherland Party's Istanbul organization chief sched- 
uled for March. 


President Ozal who severely reacted to Dogan’s criticism 
had demanded that Dogan resign, according to press 
reports, but Dogan refused to step down. 


According to the Constitution, the president has the 
authority to dismiss a minister if requested to do so by 
the prime minister. 

Akbulut, in previous statements. said there was no need 
for a governmental change. 

Dogan was the second man to quit as defense minister 
since the Gulf crisis began. An armed forces chief of staff 
and a foreign minister have also quit since Iraq seized 
Kuwait on August 2. 


Acting Minister Named 


TA2202184491 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1830 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut has announced 
that National Defense Minister Husnu Dogan has been 
dismissed. Akbulut stated that State Minister Mehmet 
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Yazar will be the acting defense minister. Akbulut's 
Statement on the issuc 1s as follows: 


Following the incident in question, National Defense 
Minister Husnu Dogan wanted to resign. | did not accept 
it thinking that a solution could be found. Mr Dogan, 
however, did not help me in the solution. This measure 
was inevitable in order to avoid the incidemt from 
gaining greater dimensions. 

A statement issucd by the Press Center of the Prime 
Minister's Office noted that State Minister Gunes Taner 
will be acting in place of Foreign Minister Kuricebe 
Alptemocin. who 1s currently abroad. 


Ozal Comments Reported on Gulf War, Saddam 


Saddam ‘A Goner’ 
742302100191 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0925 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Brussels (ANATOLIA}—President Turgut Ozal 
belicved “Saddam was a goner’. “LE VIF- 
L"EXPRESS”™. published both in Belgium and France, 
reported on Friday. 

In an interview with the said publication, Ozal disclosed 
that the demand to use Incirlik, a joint Turkish- 
American base in the south of Turkey around 700 km 
(460 miles) from the Iraqi border. came from the United 
States. 


Emphasizing that Turkey had no claim on any part of 
Iraqi territory, President Ozal said war created grave 
problems, but he was hopeful that Turkey would benefit 
greatly. 


“Foreign investments will flow to Turkey as the only 
stable country in the region.” he said. 


Answering questions by the periodical’s interviewer 
Michel Legris, Ozal said he did not know whether or not 
Turkey would be invited to the conference table but 
indicated that having a joint border with Iraq, whatever 
change occurred in that country was of utmost interest 
for Turkey. 


Orzal also said Saddam would not stay in power. 


His remaining in power would be a headache not only for 
Turkey but all Arab countries on the side of the allies. 


In response to another question Ozal said Turkey took 
sides with the West in the Gulf crisis “very excessively.” 


“Because we are ar integral part of the West,” he said. 


In seply to yet anovne: ouestion Ozal said the political 
and economic weight of t rope were not equal. 


The U.S. will soar more after this war unlike the time of 
the Vietnam war, Oval said. 
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Ozal in conclusion said Turkey's growing relations with 
Soviet republics and with Turkmen populations would 
enhance Turco-Soviet relations. 


Saddam Made War Happen 


TA2402171791 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1625 GMT 24 Feb 91 


{Text} Ankara (ANATOLIA)}—President Turgut Ozal 
has said that the Iraqi administration has made the 
ground operation inevitable in the Gulf and added: The 
Iraqi Administration is solely responsible for the current 
Situation we are facing. 


in a written statement assessing the ground operation in 
the Gulf, Ozal said that, despite all efforts, the crisis 
which started with the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait on 2 
August gave way to a ground operation, because the Iraqi 
Administration chose to continue its intransigent stand. 


Pointing out that the Iraqi Administration, since its 
occupation of Kuwait, has chosen to continue its policy 
of destruction, plunder, and oppression in Kuwait up 
until the last day, Ozal recalled that from the onset of the 
crisis Turkey stressed the need for Iraq to abide by the 
UN Security Council resolutions and to unconditionally 
withdraw from Kuwait without giving rise to a war and 
to bloodshed. 


Ozal further stressed that Turkey exerted efforts and 
took initiatives to find a peaceful solution to the Gulf 
crisis, thus tying to avoid causing suffering to the Iraqi 
people and to make the Iraqi Administration contribute 
to the peace process by abiding by international law. The 
president added: 


Within this framework, Turkey is one of the leading 
countries which has most seriously implemented the UN 
Security Council resolutions, including that of the 
embargo, in a bid to achieve peace as soon as possible. 
After the peace efforts failed, Turkey, in line with UN 
Security Council resolutions, extended the necessary 
suppori to the allies, took measures to safeguard its 
security, and finally opened the Incirlik base in order to 
secure the speedy conclusion of the war. 


Meanwhile, both the UN Security Council and the 
international community exerted every possible effort to 
peacefully resolve the crisis without resorting to war. 
Within this framework, had the U.S. proposals been 
accepted during the James Baker-Tariq “Aziz meeting in 
Geneva in January, we would not have arrived at the 
current situation. Furthermore, Saddam Husayn was 
given a last-minute chance and was asked to abide by the 
UN Security Council resolutions, something which he 
should have done long ago. 


Ozal noted that the Iraqi Administration, during the 
time given to it, refused to abide by the UN Security 
Council resolutions and instead chose to step up its 
destruction of Kuwait and to set the oi! wells on fire, thus 
rendering the ground operation inevitable. 
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Noting that the Iraqi Administration was solely respon- 
sible for the current situation, Ozal further said: 


Saddam Husayn, during his 12 years in power, chose to 
drag his country from adventure to adventure and 
turned the entire world against his administration by 
occupying Kuwait after an eight-year war with Iran. One 
cannot forget that this administration used chemical 
weapons against the Kurdish people in Iraq. 


At the time, Turkey gave refuge to close to 60,000 
refugees for humanitarian reasons. Now, we are con- 
tinuing to receive an ever-increasing number of soldiers 
and refugees from Iraq. 


We hope that the suffering of the Iraqi people, which has 
been continuing for years, will come to an end, that the 
voice of the people will be heard, and that a democratic 
system will be established. 


Foreign Minister on Ground Operations in Gulf 


7A2402075191 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0700 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Statement by Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin in 
Washington on 24 February-—recorded] 


[Text] Unfortunately, this point has been reached 
despite all efforts, and the ground operation has begun. 
Nobody wanted to reach this point. Almost everyone 
called on the Iraqi leadership to evacuate Kuwait imme- 
diately and without preconditions, within the framework 
of the UN Security Council resolutions. All efforts 
proved fruitless. At this point, we wish for the war to end 
as soon as possible, without further bloodshed and 
without causing greater destruction, and for the Iraqi 
forces to withdraw from Kuwait. 


Alptemocin Meets Cheney, ‘Full Agreement’ on Gulf 
7A2302062791 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0530 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin has said 
that there is full agreement between Turkey and the 
United States in connection with the Gulf crisis, post- 
crisis Cooperation, and bilateral relations. Secil Keskin 
veports from Washington: 


Foreign Minister Alptemocin has met with U.S. Secre- 
tary of Defense Richard Cheney in Washington. After- 
ward, Alptemocin said they discussed the Gulf crisis, the 
post-crisis period, and bilateral cooperation issues. Also. 
he said, they discussed cooperation in the development 
of Turkey's security systems and defense industry. He 
stressed that he and Cheney share the same views 
regarding the matters discussed. 


Before that, Alptemocin attended a luncheon given by 
the Association of the American Friends of Turkey. 
Addressing the luncheon, the foreign minister stressed 
the need for greater economic cooperation in the region 
in order to establish lasting peace in the Middle East 
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after the war. This cooperation must aim al increasing 
economic interdependence among the regional countries 
and must involve the sharing of waters. Stressing the 
importance of the waters of the peace project, Alp- 
temocin said that rallying the regional countries around 
such a project would also greatly contributc to peace. 


The foreign minister reiterated that Iraq's territorial 
integrity must be protected and that no changes must be 
made in the regional map. He pointed out that the 
postwar security reorganization is highly important. He 
stressed that as long as the Arab-Israeli conflict remains 
unresolved, the postwar reorganization of the Middle 
East will be very difficult. 


Alptemocin pointed out that Turkey is the only country 
that does not upset the balance in the region and that 
aims at integration with Europe. With the Black Sea 
economic cooperation project, he said, Turkey aims at 
increasing economic cooperation among the regional 
countries. Even though 1 urkey incurred significant eco- 
nomic losses due to the Gulf crisis, he said, our exports 
in 1990 reached $21 billion. He added that by increasing 
mutual trade and investments, the United States can 
help Turkey cover the losses it incurred in the Gulf war. 


Seeks ‘Active Role’ After War 


TA2302121591 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Foreign Minister Kuricebe Alptemocin has 
said that after the Gulf crisis, Turkey wants to play an 
active role and help the regional countries. The foreign 
minister, who is on an official visit to Washington, said 
that projects that will link the regional countries will 
reduce any threats to peace. Secil Keskin reports from 
Washington: 


Foreign Minister Alptemocin said this at a news confer- 
ence in Washington. He pointed out that there are 
different views regarding the security of the region 
following the Gulf crisis. He said: Naturally, the issue of 
what kind of security system there will be, what Turkey's 
role will be, and how much it will contribute to that 
system will be studied and determined. As an important 
country in the region and with its constantly stable and 
reliable stand during the crisis, Turkey will certainly 
have a say. [passage omitted] 


Comments on Gorbachev Plan 


TA2302151091 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1453 GMT 23 Feb 91 


(Text] Washington (ANATOLIA)—Turkish Foreign 
Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin said here on Sat- 
urday that whichever administration comes to power in 
Iraq, bilateral relations between Turkey and Iraq will 
continue as before. 


Speaking at a news conference for Turkish journalists 
here after completing his official contacts Alptemocin 
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said Turkey has been living together with its neighbor 
Iraq for many years and will go on doing so until 
eternity. 


Recalling that Turkey was not a European but a Middle 
Eastern country, Turkey has no problem with the Iraqi 
people, the foreign minister said. 


“Economic relations between us were very good before 
the war, but Turkey’s concept of international justice 
does not allow it to accept occupation of a small country 
by a powerful country. That is why Turkey went along 
with the U.N. Security Council resolutions against Iraq 
since the beginning.” Alptemocin said. 


Answering a question Alptemocin said it was up to Iraq 
to determine the leader of their administration. 


“As a neighbor of Iraq, we want to have good relations 
with the power in Iraq and resume our relations,” he 
said. 


In answer to a question about Gorbachev's peace plan, 
Alptemocin said, “What is needed is to ensure Iraq's 
immediate and unconditional withdrawal from Iraq. 
When you bring additional conditions, you go beyond 
the scope of Security Council resolutions.” 


Indicating that Turkey has the ability to contribute 
greatly to the reconstruction of both Kuwait and Iraq, 
Alptemocin said, “We are dwelling with emphasis in 
Turkey's taking part in the economic activities in the 
region after the crisis.” 


Turkey's peace water project is another aspect of Tur- 
key’s willingness to contribute to peace in the region, he 
added. 


The peace water project aims at ending disputes over the 
waters of the Euphrates river in Turkey by allowing 
waters of this river to the countries from Turkey within 
the framework of a special scheme. 


Iraq Solely Responsible 


TA2402152091 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1440 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Report by Selim Atalay] 


[Text] Washington (ANATOLIA)—Foreign Minister 
Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin has said: The Iraqi Admin- 
istration carries the sole responsibility for the ground 
war and the point that has been reached. 


Replying to questions by Turkish reporters after the 
launching of the ground operation, Alptemocin said that 
there has been no change in Turkey's siand regarding the 
Gulf crisis. 


When the ground operation began, Alptemocin was 
attending a reception given by the Association of the 
American Friends of Turkey at the Grand Hyatt Hotel to 
mark the end of the association's annual meeting. After 
being informed by embassy personnel that “the ground 
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operation had begun,” Alptemocin left the reception hall 
and replied to reporters’ questions. Alptemocin 
expressed regret that peace initiatives did not yield any 
results. He said: We wish the war, which has expanded 
further as a result of the ground operation, to end as soon 
as possible, without further bloodshed and without 
causing greater destruction, and for the Iraqi forces to 
withdraw from Kuwait.“ 


Alptemocin continued: 


The Iraqi Administration has, unfortunately, not been 
able to make use of this last chance for peace and has 
continued its intransigent stand. The Iraqi Administra- 
tion carries the sole responsibility for the position that 
has been reached. The ground operation has become 
inevitable in order to achieve the ultimate goal. 


in reply to a question, Alptemocin said that the issue of 
“whether Saddam Husayn would remain in power” 
depended upon the choice of the Iraqi people and that 
there were no differences of views between President 
Turgut Ozal and himself on the issue. 


In reply to another question, Alptemocin said that 
“Turkey did not attempt to dictate its views to anyone, 
nor did it wish to do so” regarding the post-war security 
arrangements. He added that if the countries involved 
express such a request the situation might be assessed. 


Alptemocin said that the security system should be 
accepted by all and that Turkey's participation would 


depend on agreements. 


Alptemocin said: Turkey is situated in an extremely 
critical region. Turkey is not worried about its future 
only because of its own strength. Turkey's outlook on the 
future is directly proportional to its strength and sta- 
bility. 


Meets Bush, Agrees 
7A2202174991 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1720 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin 
has been received by U.S. President George Bush in 
Washington. Keskin from the Turkish Radio and Tele- 
vision News Center reports from Washington: 


[Begin Keskin recording] U.S. President Bush, about half 
an hour before making his statement giving a deadline to 
Iraqi President Saddam Husayn, received Alptemocin. 
None of the White House television crews were allowed 
to televise the meeting. Only photographers were 
allowed into the room for about two minutes. The 
meeting lasted for about 20 minutes. The White House, 
where the Bush-Alptemocin meeting was held, is teeming 
with reporters from all over the world. 


Alptemocin watched Bush's statement on television at 
the White House. Prior to his departure from the White 
House soon after Bush's statement, Alptemocin made a 
Statement to reporters stressing that the meeting was 
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held in a complete unity of views. He added that the Gulf 
crisis, bilateral relations and various international prob- 
lems were discussed at the meeting. Alptemocin said that 
both sides were extremely satisfied with the meeting. 


Commenting on Bush's recent statement [to Saddam 
Husayn to withdraw from Kuwait}, Alptemocin said that 
they share the same views. He added that he met with 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker yesterday evening 
on developments regarding the Gulf crisis. Alptemocin is 
expected to meet U.S. Defense Secretary Richard 
Cheney around 2300 [2100 GMT] Turkish time tonight. 
[end recording] 


Terms U.S. Talks ‘Constructive’ 


TA2502062891 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0530 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin is con- 
tinuing his contacts in the United States. Turkish Radio 
and Television correspondent Secil Keskin reports: 


[Begin Keskin recording] Alptemocin declared that an 
undesirable event like the Gulf crisis once again demon- 
strated Turkey's importance. Alptemocin concluded his 
contacts in Washington and proceeded to New York, 
where he attended a meeting organized by the Federa- 
tion of Turkish-U.S. Associations. 


Addressing the meeting, the foreign minister explained 
that during his contacts in Washington, he exchanged 
views with U.S. officials on recent developments in the 
Gulf war as well as postwar arrangements in the region. 
Describing his Washington talks as constructive, Alp- 
temocin pointed out Turkey's importance in the region. 
He said: New balances will be established in the region in 
the aftermath of the war, and Turkey will fulfill its duty 
in this regard. 


Alptemocin will meet with UN Secretary General Perez 
de Cuellar in New York today. He will then leave for 
Ottawa. [end recording} 


Akbulut: Turkey Not To Fight Uniess Attacked 


7A2402115591 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut has declared 
that the whole world is opposed to the wrong and unjust 
Iraqi attitude aimed at ruling the Middle East and that 
the UN Security Council resolutions are being imple- 
mented by the allies to secure Iraq's unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait. Recalling that Turkey has 
supported the UN Security Council resolutions, the 
prime minister said: We have declared on many occa- 
sions that we will not enter this war. So far we have not 
joined the war, and we will not do so in the future unless 
Iraq attacks us. 


Addressing citizens in Kirsehir, Akbulut remarked that 
Turkey is standing upright despite the war and confusion 
in the Middle East. Pointing out that neither Turkey nor 
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the world wanted this war, Akbulut explained that it is 
the Iraqi attitude, however, that steered events to this 
point. Akbulut noted that the war started in the wake of 
the UN Security Council resolution to impose an 
embargo on Iraq and a series of subsequent resolutions 
on the subject. 


According to our corresponden,t Husnu Kaftan, the 
prime minister declared: We have declared on many 
occasions that we will not enter this war. So far we have 
not joined the war, and we will not do so in the future 
unless Iraq attacks us. We do not covet an inch of Iraqi 
territory nor do we nurture any hostile feelings toward 
the Iraqi people. The destruction of the Iraqi people is 
being caused by their own administration. 


Akbulut said that every peaceful means was tried and 
that the war was launched because there was no other 
solution. 


Iraqi Envoy: ‘No Political Problem’ With Turkey 


TA2302095591 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0930 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—-Iraq’s ambassador to 
Ankara, Rafi’ Dahham al-Tikriti, said Friday evening 
that Iraq and Turkey had no political problem between 
them. 


He added that Iraq was eager to safeguard relations. 


Al-Tikriti answered the questions of journalists at a 
reception last night at the Soviet Embassy. 


Indicating that relations between Turkey and Iraq will 
continue also in the future despite all attempts to disrupt 
them, al-Tikriti asked Turkey to dispatch to Iraq the 
previously purchased health materials. 


Al-Tikriti added that nothing had changed in Iraq for 
Turkish contractors. “Our Turkish friends will receive 
special treatment,” he indicated. 


Soviet ambassador in Ankara, Albert Chernyshev, talked 
to the journalists too at the same reception. 


After indicating that the Moscow plan had opened a 
vista of political solution for the Gulf war, Chernyshev 
said whether or not Saddam would remain in power was 
Iraq's Own internal problem. 

He added that the USSR was not a superpower but a 
peace-loving country which wanted to resolve the issue 
through peaceful ways. 


NSC Fxtends State of Emergency in 10 Provinces 


7TA2202194991 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1900 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] The National Security Council [NSC] has decided 
to inform the government that the state of emergency in 
effect in the provinces of Batman, Bingol, Diyarbakir, 
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Elazig, Hakkari, Mardin, Siirt, Sirnak, Tunceli and Van 
is extended for another 4 months as of 19 March. 


The NSC met under President Turgut Ozal for 5 hours 
today and discussed general security issues and reviewed 
and assessed the Gulf war and other foreign develop- 
ments. The NSC Secretariat General made the following 
Statement: 


The NSC met under President Turgut Ozal at the Can- 
kaya Presidential Mansion on 22 February, 1991, with 
the participation of Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut, 
Chief of the General Staff General Dogan Gures, Inte- 
rior Minister Abdulkadir Aksu, Ground Forces Com- 
mander General Muhittin Fusunoglu, Naval Forces 
Commander Admiral Irfan Tinaz, Air Forces Com- 
mander General Siyami Tastan, Gendarme Forces Com- 
mander General Esref Bitlis, and NSC Secretary General 
General Nezihi Cakar. Public Works and Housing Min- 
ister Cengiz Altinkaya and Agriculture, Forestry and 
Village Affairs Minister Lutfullah Kayalar also attended 
the NSC meeting because of their interest in various 
items on the agenda. The NSC discussed general security 
issues and reviewed and assessed the Gulf war and other 
foreign developments. The NSC also decided to inform 
the government that the state of emergency in effect in 
Batman, Bingol, Diyarbakir, Elazig, Hakkari, Mardin, 
Siirt, Sirnak, Tunceli and Van is extended for another 4 
months as of 19 March, 1991. Furthermore, the NSC 
also decided to continue the work being carried out to 
solve the basic problems of Istanbul. 


Dev-Sol Claims Killing of Istalbul Policeman 


7A2202170791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1S0S GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Istanbul (ANATOLIA)}—Dev-Sol (Revolutionary 
Left) an illegal leftist organization, on Friday claimed 
responsibility for the killing of a police officer earlier in 
the day. 


The officer, Zeki Kaya, 39, was killed as he was getting 
into his car to drive to work from his home in the city’s 
residential Sefakoy district. He died on the spot from 
bullets in the head and chest while the gunmen escaped 
on foot. 


Kaya, a policeman for |7 years, had worked in the 
political branch of the Istanbul force after completing 
service in the east of the country. 


The underground extremist Dev-Sol has claimed respon- 
sibility for a string of politically motivated killings in the 
past year. The victims have included police, intelligence 
and security officials, retired army officers and a prison 
prosecutor. 


Islamic fundamentalists are believed to be responsible 
for the killings of a prominent law professor, an associate 
professor of theology who was also a former parliamen- 
tarian and two major journalists last year. 
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Seven Separatists Killed in Sirnak Clashes 
TA2202170691 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1500 GMT 22 Feb 91 


{Text} Sirnak (ANATOLIA)}—Seven separatist terrorists 
were killed in a clash with security forces in this south- 
eastern province, officials said on Friday. 


They said security forces patrolling in a rugged area near 
Koycegiz village spotted a group of terrorists on 
Thursday. 


A clash broke out when the terrorists ignored an order to 
halt. Seven terrorists were killed in the clash. 


No further details were immediately available. 


More than 2,400 people have been killed in terrorists 
incidents in eastern and southeastern Turkey since 1984 
when separatists launched an violent campaign against 
security forces and civilians in the region. 


Parliamentary Delegation Returns From India 


TA240219549!1 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] The 14-member parliamentary delegation headed 
by Kaya Erdem, speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly, has concluded its official visit to India at the 
invitation of Rabi Ray, the speaker of the Indian House 
of the People, and has returned to Turkey. 


In a statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport, Erdem said 
that during their stay in India, they met with Ray 
[speaker of the Lok Sabha—lower house of parliament], 
the Indian president, the deputy president, the prime 
minister, and the foreign minister. Noting that he also 
met with former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, Erdem 
added that all the Indian statesmen they met expressed 
the wish for extensive cooperation with Turkey afler the 
Gulf war. Erdem noted that great interest was shown in 
India to Ataturk’s reforms and the structural changes in 
Turkey's economy in recent years. He concluded by 
saying that the parliament, businessmen, the press, art- 
ists, and scientists will contribute greatly to developing 
bilateral relations. 


Islamic Fundamentalists Stage Antiwar Protest 


TA2202170591 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1538 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Istanbul (ANATOLIA)}—lislamic fundamentalist 
anti-war demonstrators burned American, British and 
Israclhi flags in non-violent demonstrations here on 
Friday following noon prayer to protest the Gulf war. 


It was the first such protest in over two wecks. 


An unspecified number of people gathered near Istanbul 
University in the city’s Beyazit Square after ritual 
prayers in a major mosque nearby. They carried placards 
and shouted slogans against the United States, Britain, 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
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The demonstrators, who distributed leaflets identifying 
themselves as “Moslems of Turkey,” a previously 
unheard-of group, chanted “Allahu Akbar” (God is 
great) and burned British, Israeli and Americau flags. 


Calling on the allied forces to withdraw from the Middie 
East they chanted: “Down with the imperialism of 
non-believers,” and “Saddam is an excuse, Islam is the 


target”. 


The leaflets criticised the United States and Turkey's 
secular “dictatorship” for siding with the allied forces 
and said: “Your fate will be the same as those of Anwar 
al-Sadat and the Shah.” 


Police did not interfere and the demonstration dispersed 
eventually. 


Update on Defectors; Border With Iraq ‘Calm’ 


TA2402152491 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1455 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] Diyarbakir (ANATOLIA)—It has been 
announced that since the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on 2 
August, a total of 2,022 civilians and soldiers have 
defected from Iraq to Turkey. 


According to information received by an ANATOLIA 
AGENCY (AA) correspondent from the Press, Broad- 
cast, and Information Bureau, another group of Iraqi 
soldiers and civilians sought asylum in Turkey last night. 
Since the allied air operation against Iraq on 17 January, 
934 soldiers and 762 civilians have defected from Iraq to 
Turkey through Hakkari and Sirnak. This brings the 
total number of Iraqis who defected to Turkey since 2 
August to 2,022, 993 of them soldiers and 1,029 civil- 
ians. 


lt was further announced that since the onset of the 
ground operation early this morning, the situation is 
calm in the border region. 


AA correspondents reported that no extraordinary situ- 
aiions were observed on ihe Turkish-Iraqi border, or in 
Diyarbakir, Batman, or the Erhac Airbase following the 
news of the beginning of the ground operation. 


Allied Press Information Center officials, in reply to an 
AA correspondent’s question, noted that the situation in 
the region is calm and there are no statements to be 
issued at this stage. 


Inonu: West Seeks To Control Gulf Oil Reserves 


7A2402071491 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Erdal Inonu, leader of the Social Democratic 
Populist Party [SDPP], has said that the Middle East 
countries must set up a system whereby they can resolve 
their problems without fighting. Addressing an SDPP 
meeting in Sanliurfa, Inonu expressed his views on the 
Gulf war. He pointed out that 60 percent of the world oil 
reserves are in the Gulf countries, adding that the 
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Western countries, headed by the United States, want to 
control these reserves. Turkey has no such interests, he 
said, but despite that, Turkey is the country that suffered 
most from the crisis. 


The SDPP leader recalled that the Western countries 
signed the Paris Agreement in order to resolve their 
problems peacefully, without resorting to war. If the 
people in the West are human beings, so are the ones in 
the Middle East, he stated. 


Inonu alleged that with their statements and policies, the 
president and politicians created the impression that 
Turkey is an expansionist country. No one has the right 
to do that, he said. 


The opposition leader said that Turkey is not in the war 
because of democracy and because of the opposition of 
the people. The people must maintain this stand to 
ensure that Turkey plays a positive role in the region 
after the war, he added. 


Inonu pointed out that Turkey's southeastern provinces 
are the ones most affected by the war. He criticized the 
practice of deducting the farmers’ bank debts from the 
moneys owed to them for their produce. 


Inonu also said that the government seems to be hesi- 
tating about lifting the ban on (?mother tongues). The 
ban must be lified as soon as possible, he said. 


Inan Returns From Britain, France, Spain Visits 


TA2402195891 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] State Minister Kamran Inan, who concluded his 
contacts in Britain, France, and Spain, has returned to 
Turkey. In a statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport, 
Inan said that during his visit he met with officials of 
these countries and briefed them on Turkey's views on 
the Gulf crisis. Noting that he also expressed the govern- 
ment’s views on relations with the EC, Turkey's current 
situation, and the double standard being implemented 
regarding Turkey, Inan added that the role Turkey has 
undertaken in the Gulf crisis and the risks it has taken 
have caused significant changes in how Turkey is 
viewed. 


Pointing out that during his meetings he expressed the 
view that many lessons should be drawn from this war, 
Inan said that one of the lessons to be learned is that one 
should renounce the outlook that the Middle East is a 
region for arms sales. He added that economic, techno- 
logical, and industrial cooperation—and not military 
principles—should be a primary concern it the new 
order to be established in the post-war era. 


Inan concluded by saying that establishing a Middle East 
economic cooperation fund with the participation of the 
rich countries in the Middle East, OECD member coun- 
tries, and Turkey will ensure a more secure future in the 


region. 
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Toperi Denounces Greek Document on Ozal Statement 


7TA2302192391 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1617 GMT 23 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Ambassador Kaya 
Toperi, spokesman of President Turgut Ozal, accused 
Greece on Saturday of appearing to have abandoned 
common sense and displaying a dangerous tendency like 
handicapping all interests of Turkey. 


Answering a question about a document Greece pub- 
lished at the U.N. in connection with a certain section of 
a speech President Turgut Ozal delivered at the War 
Academy some days ago, Ambassador Toperi said, 
“more than anything else, the document at this time 
after a long relapse in Turkish-Greek disputes, appears 
as the fruit of a state of panic Greece entered into in view 
of the stable, (?consistent), and honest policy Turkey ts 
following since the beginning of the Gulf crisis.” 


As to accusations contained in the U.N. document, 
Toperi said Greece had distorted realities as it always 
does. 


“Greece has taken only one section of President Ozal’s 
speech and presented it in an altogether different frame. 
Whereas all statements of our president are evidences of 
Turkey's peace-loving policies, intentions of good rela- 
tions with its neighbors, and determination and strength 
to (?respond) to any threats aimed at it,” Toperi said. 


Turkey wil! never allow Greece to raise its continental 
shelf beyond 6 miles, if the recent document's intention 
is to pave the way for that, the spokesman pointed out. 


Turkey wants the Aegean to be a sea of friendship and 
will not accept its becoming a Greek sea. 


“If Greece attempts any fait accompli in this respect, it 
should recall from past experience that it will lead to 
extremely grave results and that Turkey will take all 
kinds of measures to protect its rights and interests. 


What Turkey proposes is to deal through dialogue and 
endeavour to arrive at solutions of such existing issues as 
the continental shelf, air space, and the unlawful milita- 
rization of the Aegean islands. 


President Turgut Ozal has repeated that what Turkish- 
Greek relations need are not a new crisis but reciprocal 
steps aimed at increasing confidence in each other, Kaya 
Toperi indicated. 


“Turkey is prepared to do its utmost in this respect,” 
Toperi said. 
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RSFSR's Silayev Arrives on Official Visit 


7A2402164091 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1545 GMT 24 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Ivan Stepanovich 
Silayev, the chairman of the RSFSR Council of Minis- 
ters, has said: Turkey's stand on the Gulf crisis has been 
received with respect not only in the Soviet Union but in 
other countries as well. 


Silayev, who arrived on an official visit to Turkey today, 
was received by State Minister Mehmet Kececiler and 
Finance and Customs Minister Adnan Kahveci at Esen- 


boga Airport. 


In a statement at the reception ceremony, Kececiler said 
that this visit is very important from the viewpoint of 
sirengthening relations and added: 


The fact that relations of good neighborliness, friend- 
ship, and cooperation based on the principles of inde- 
pendence, sovereignty, respect for territorial integrity, 
and noninterference in domestic affairs are now existent 
on a bilateral level with the republics of the Soviet Union 
iS NOteworthy and constitutes a development supported 
by both sides. 


Silayev praised Turkish foreign policy and said: 


The Turkish president's visit to the Soviet Union is 
being anticipated with great interest. 


We respect the sound policies of your country’s admin- 
istration on very significant issues in the international 
arena. 


The active and [word indistinct] policy regarding the 
attack of the fascist troops during World War II against 
the Soviet Union was especially noteworthy. 


Your stand on the current Gulf crisis has been received 
with respect not only in the Soviet Union but in other 
countries as well. 


At the moment, 80 percent of the overall trade and 
economic relations between Turkey and the Soviet 
Union are conducted with the Russian Federation. | 
believe that the process of a transition to a market 
economy in our country, will, above all [words indis- 
tinct] economic cooperation. The issue, however, is not 
limited to economic cooperation. The v >» ©“ *he 
RSFSR, which is part of the USSR, are very to 
those of Turkey in the political and other fields. Matu- 
rally, the RSFSR is ready to contribute to Soviet- 
Turkish relations in all fields. 


Silayev will be received by President Turgut Ozal 
tomorrow. The delegation headed by Silayev will be 
received by Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut and will 
then begin official talks with Kahveci. 
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Akbulut Receives Silayev 


TA2502100691 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0905 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Prime Munister 
Yildirim Akbulut on Monday received Russian Prime 
Minister [as received] Ivan Silayev, currently here for an 
official four-day visit aimed at improving trade and 
agricultural ties. 


Also at the meeting were Customs and Finance Minister 
Adnan Kahveci, Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Affairs 
Minister Lutfullah Kayalar and Soviet Ambassador in 
Ankara Albert Chernyshev. 


Speaking here on his arrival on Sunday, Silayev said 
moves in the Soviet Union towards a free market 
economy could promote economic ties with Turkey. 


He told ANATOLIA “currently about 80 percent of 
Soviet-Turkish economic relations are with the Russian 
Federation. | think the start of a process towards a free 
market economy in our country will lead to new possi- 
bilities in economic cooperation.” 

Silayev is also scheduled to meet President Turgut O7zal 
who may visit the Soviet Union next month for the first 
time since he became president in Nov. 1989. 


Turkey has previously held talks on economic coopera- 
tion with neighboring Soviet Republics but Silayev's 
visit is the first by a Russian prime minister. [passage 
omitted] 


Economic Talks in Ankara 


7A2502120491 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 25 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Ivan Silayev, chairman of 
the Council of Ministers of the Russian Soviet Federated 
Socialist Republic [RSFSR], who ts currently visiting 
Turkey, called on Finance and Customs Minister Adnan 
Kahveci in Ankara today and conferred with him. Fol- 
lowing this, the joint economic cooperation meeting 
between Turkey and the RSFSR began. 


Kahveci said that the talks, to be conducted in Ankara, 
are very important for the development of relations 
between Turkey and RSFSR. Silayev, in turn, expressed 
the belief that his visit will introduce dynamism into 
bilateral relations. 


Demirel: Soviet Proposal Paves Way to Withdrawal 


7A2202!75591 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] True Path Party leader Suleyman Demirei has 
declared that the Soviet proposal aimed at ending the 
Gulf war constitutes a beautiful opportunity for every 
responsible person. In a news conference in Ankara 
today, Demirel commented on the Soviet peace plan, 
which was also accepted by Iraq. 
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Pointing out that !.5 million troops have been amassed 
in Saudi Arabia's border with Iraq and Kuwait, Demirel 
noted that if the ground war starts, there will be much 
bloodshed and the world must not remain silent on this. 
Demurel remarked that the Soviet Union bears cthical 
responsibility in the war because of the weapons it sold 
to Iraq. He added: The Soviet Union should have 
adopted a more active attitude and prevented the crup- 
tion of the war, but, it failed. Now, I believe the Soviet 
Unson is facing an important opportunity. 


Demirel said that the USSR musi conclude its efforts to 
end the war. explaining that the Soviet peace plan is a 
general framework, Demirel continued: The essence of 
this general framework is that Iraq has accepted to 
withdraw from Kuwait. In view of Iraq's acceptance to 
withdraw from Kuwait, anyone who rejects this proposal 
will face great difficulties vis-a-vis world public opinion. 
Should the proposal be accepted as it is? No, but | 
believe that the proposal is worthy of discussion and 
negotiation 
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Demirel concluded by saying that the UN Security 
Council resolution calls for an unconditional traqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait and the Soviet proposal paves the 
way for this. 


Turkey Donates TV Transmitters to Azerbaijan 


NC2202195591 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
20 Feb 91 p 8 


[Text] Moscow, (ANATOLIA}—It has been reported 
that the people of Azerbaijan will be able to receive all 
the telecasts of the Turkish Radio and Television [TRT] 
network when the two tclevision relay transmitters 
which Turkey has given to Azerbayan become opera- 
tional. IZVESTIYA has reported that one of the two 
transmitters 1s already being tested. 


The Nakhichevan Autonomous Oblast, which is a part of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan and which receives the TRT 
telecasts without any problem, has videotaped inter- 
esting TRT television programs and sent the videocas- 
setics to be viewed in the other residential parts of 
Azerbaijan in the past. 
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Canada 


* PQ Te Shift Focus Toward Disadvantaged 
GIENO/SSA Montreal LE DEVOIR in French 
19 Jan 91 p AS 


{Article by Pierre O'Neill] 


[Text] Under a sovereign Quebec governed by Jacques 
Parizeau, the gencrosity of the welfare state will be less 
egalitarian. Social strategies will mainly be aimed at 
mecting the needs of the poorest Quebecers and the most 
poverty-stricken regions. 


Based on the principle of a more equitable sharing of 
wealth, the head of the Quebec Party (PQ) believes that 
no longer must the application of economic and social 
development policies be standardized. “1 reyect the idea 
of standards being applied to the terriiory as a whole and 
to using the same ones for everyone.” 


Claiming to be less “revolutionary” than before, the 
former finance minister now argues for improved 
sharing of greater resources. “The gradual increase in 
wealth should be systematically redirected im certain 
areas of Quebec. This 1s perhaps not a budgetary revo- 
lution bul i 15 a holy revolution in people's minds.” 


In addition to being able to count on the normal tax 
funding of a provincial government, the budget of a 
sovereign Quebec will collect taxes which Quebecers 
now pay to Ottawa. The former cconomics professor 
believes this will bring in enough revenue to carry out the 
PQ's plan for society without increasing taxcs. 


Addressing the issue of the splitting of Quebec into two: 
The rich and the poor, Parizeau is most distressed over 
the social inyustice that 1s the lot of certain rural regions 
and certain arcas of the big cities, such as the southwest 
or north-central Montreal. For those pockets of Quebec 
where poverty and sickness are permanent fixturcs, 
where life expectancy 1 shorter, “We must carmark 
more resources than elsewhere. Forget the ‘wall-to-wall 
approach to health services.” 


For two decades, first as a public administration official 
and later as a minister in the PQ regime, Parizcau was 
one of the influential promoters of the welfare statc 
concepi and is proud of it. “I believed in it for 25 years 
and still believe in it for 80 percent of the population. 
Don't spit in your soup. That was one of the great ideas 
of our time until we realized that part of the people were 
falling through the net and ending up in the hole. A 
subculture of poverty 1s developing and that is wrong.” 


Will this plan for society which Parizeau dreams of exe- 
cuting within the framework of political sovereignty be 
that of a social-democratic Quebec”? He would not dare to 
claim so, particularly since he does not like labels, but he is 
happy to see that Quebec has already come a long way. For 
example, he says Quebecers have overcome the “cultural 
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survival syndrome.” which for him is a prerequisite for 
developing an authentically Quebec culture. 

An economist first and foremost, he 1s primarily con- 
cerned about the cconomic scope of this plan for society. 
He notes that if the cconomy 1s to be competitive, the 
traditional protectionist reficx must be compictel” 
reversed. He belveves this major shifi can be accom- 
plished at a wormal speed. which for him is a test of 
maturity for Quebecers. 


However, before achieving such efficrency and control of 
our economy, Parizeau still detects attitudes that must 
be changed. for example. the fear of forcing businesses to 
respect the environment out of fear of hurting economic 
activity and contributing to unemployment. He calls this 
“a knee-jerk reaction of the poor.” 


Whether in the ficld of cultural development, social 
unitity, or economic development, Parizecau is con- 
vinced that all these attitudes can be changed casily when 
one is sure of oneself. 


Greece 


Homemade Bomb Destroys Businessman's Car 
NC2502093591 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
0500 GMT 25 Feb 9! 


[Text] A home-made bomb went off at 0200 today on 
Lakonos Street in the vicinity of an old people's home, 
under a car belonging to businessman Konstandinos 
Golfomitsos. The explosion caused a fire which totally 
destroyed the car. However, there are no indications that 
this was a terrorist action. 


Switzerland 


ICRC Prepares To Step Up Gulf Operations 
LD2502102991 Berne International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 25 Feb 9! 


[Text] The all Swiss International Commitee of the Red 
Cross [ICRC] says it is preparing to step up all phases of 
its operation in the Gulf amid the continuing ground 
war. An ICRC spokeswoman in Geneva said the organ- 
ziation’s delegates were ready to go to Kuwait if 
requested to deal with prisoners of war and casualties. 
The spokeswoman said medical teams are on alert 
throughout the Gulf region and that more ICRC dele- 
gates would fly to the Gulf in the next few days. 


The ICRC also sent a water purification plant to the Iraqi 
capital, Baghdad, to help avert the impending threat of 
epidemics. An ICRC spokesman said the plant was being 
flown to Iran and would then be taken to Baghdad by road. 
The ICRC said its delegates in Baghdad were planning to 
visit other Iraqi cities to assess the living conditions of the 
civilian population and determine priority needs. Over 
300 tonnes of medical supplies have so far reached 
Baghdad under the auspices of the ICRC. 
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